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This first major critical biography of Vladimir Nabokov, one of the greatest of twentieth-century writers,
finally allows us full access to the dramatic details of his life and the depths of his art. An intensely private
man, Nabokov was uprooted first by the Russian Revolution and then by World War II. Transformed into a
permanent wanderer, he did not achieve fame until late in life, with the success of Lolita. In this first of two
volumes, Brian Boyd vividly describes the liberal milieu of the aristocratic Nabokovs, their escape from
Russia, Nabokov's education at Cambridge, and the murder of his father in Berlin. Boyd then turns to the
years that Nabokov spent, impoverished, in Germany and France, until the coming of Hitler forced him to
flee, with wife and son, to the United States. This volume stands on its own as a fascinating exploration of
Nabokov's Russian years and Russian worlds, prerevolutionary and émigré.

In the course of his ten years' work on the biography, Boyd traveled along Nabokov's trail everywhere from
Yalta to Palo Alto. The only scholar to have had free access to the Nabokov archives in Montreux and the
Library of Congress, he also interviewed at length Nabokov's family and scores of his friends and associates.

For the general reader, Boyd offers an introduction to Nabokov the man, his works, and his world. For the
specialist, he provides a basis for all future research on Nabokov's life and art, as he dates and describes the
composition of all Nabokov's works, published and unpublished.

Boyd investigates Nabokov's relation to and his independence from his time, examines the special structures
of his mind and thought, and explains the relations between his philosophy and his innovations of literary
strategy and style. At the same time he provides succinct introductions to all the fiction, dramas, memoirs,
and major verse; presents detailed analyses of the major books that break new ground for the scholar, while
providing easy paths into the works for other readers; and shows the relationship between Nabokov's life and
the themes and subjects of his art.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer McMorris:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Vladimir
Nabokov : The Russian Years suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous writer in this era.
Typically the book untitled Vladimir Nabokov : The Russian Yearsis the main of several books that
everyone read now. This book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this book you will
enter the new age that you ever know previous to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, so
all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large amount of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world within this book.

John McCraw:

The book Vladimir Nabokov : The Russian Years has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book
you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some
research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
reading this book.

Harley Campbell:

The book untitled Vladimir Nabokov : The Russian Years contain a lot of information on the item. The
writer explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very clear and understandable all the
people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous author.
The author provides you in the new period of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can
read more your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want
to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.

Justin Tran:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called
of book Vladimir Nabokov : The Russian Years. You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the
printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most important that, you must
aware about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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