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Village Values is the first book to examine the trends in the development and practice of urban Russian life-
cycle rituals from the 19th to the 21st centuries. Rituals were a source of contention for theorists from the
earliest decades of the Soviet Union because of their connection to religion and to outmoded patriarchal
views of the family. After they were embraced by official state policy in the 1930s, birth, marriage, and
funerary rituals became the locus for negotiation of social and familial identity. Drawing upon extensive
interviews with ritual participants and state celebrants, Rouhier-Willoughby examines developments in the
Soviet ritual complex from the post-WWII years to the present day, with a particular emphasis on the heyday
of ritual creation, the 1970s and 1980s.

The Soviet ritual complex featured a tripartite structure based on native folk material, Soviet ideology, and
borrowings from the West. Ritual practice allowed citizens to apply these three disparate, and yet oddly
coherent, symbolic systems to establish their identity as spouses, parents, and the bereaved. Rouhier-
Willoughby shows how ritual participants perpetuated and undermined the social hierarchy in the face of
state policy that viewed the family as the fundamental socialist cell and as the core of social stability.

The book examines how the shifts in post-Soviet society have realigned the three elements making up the
Soviet ritual complex into an oppositional structure of ours versus theirs. Ritual actors continue to practice
rites that restructure and accommodate to the consumerism many find disturbing and anti-family. This book
will be of great interest to specialists on Russia and on ritual as well as to a general audience interested in
Russian culture.
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From reader reviews:

Luke Shaffer:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Village Values: Negotiating Identity, Gender, and
Resistance in Contemporary Russian Life-Cycle Rituals. You can choose the best book if you like reading a
book. Providing we know about how is important a new book Village Values: Negotiating Identity, Gender,
and Resistance in Contemporary Russian Life-Cycle Rituals. You can add information and of course you can
around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything! From
your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can
know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You
can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Michelle Johnson:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of
several ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually
more imaginative. When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this Village Values: Negotiating Identity, Gender, and Resistance in Contemporary Russian
Life-Cycle Rituals, you could tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours reserve. Your
knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Trevor Wright:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but novel and Village Values: Negotiating Identity, Gender, and
Resistance in Contemporary Russian Life-Cycle Rituals or maybe others sources were given understanding
for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science
guide was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to add their
knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Village Values: Negotiating
Identity, Gender, and Resistance in Contemporary Russian Life-Cycle Rituals to make your spare time far
more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Denise Wentzel:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Village Values: Negotiating Identity,
Gender, and Resistance in Contemporary Russian Life-Cycle Rituals to make your current reading is



interesting. Your personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to
choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea about book and studying especially.
It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a book and read it. Beside that the book Village Values:
Negotiating Identity, Gender, and Resistance in Contemporary Russian Life-Cycle Rituals can to be your
new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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