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"A remarkable work. . . . For sheer weight of information there is no equal to it." — The Spectator.
It is probable that the earliest "books" were written on wood or leaves as early as the fourth millennium B.C.
These fragile materials, unfortunately, have not come down to us. In their absence, the earliest surviving
books are the clay tablets of Mesopotamia, the oldest attributed to c. 3500 B.C. On these ancient clay shards,
dense rows of cuneiform script record the seminal writings of mankind: the Gilgamesh epic, Sumerian
literary catalogues, Babylonian astrology, Assyrian accounts of the Creation and the Flood, and the Lipit-
Ishtar Law-Code (c. 2000 B.C.), predating Hammurabi and the oldest law code in human history.
Probably as ancient as the Mesopotamian writings, or nearly so, are Egyptian hieroglyphics. In a sense, it is
the papyrus scrolls of the Egyptians — preserved by that country's hot, dry climate — that represent the true
ancestors of the modern book. As the centuries passed, papyrus slowly gave way to parchment (the prepared
skins of animals) as writing material. Indeed, the handwritten parchment or vellum codex is "the book" par
excellence of the Middle Ages. Western European book production is only part of the story, and the author is
at pains to illuminate the bibliographic contributions of numerous peoples and cultures: Greek and Roman
book production, books made in central and southern Asia, the books of Africa, pre-Columbian America, and
the Far East — material that is often not mentioned in Western histories of the book.
Based on years of painstaking research and incorporating a wealth of new material and conclusions, the text
is enhanced throughout by abundant illustrations — nearly 200 photographic facsimiles of priceless
manuscripts in museums and libraries around the world.
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From reader reviews:

John Cleveland:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called The Book Before
Printing: Ancient, Medieval and Oriental (Lettering, Calligraphy, Typography)? Maybe it is for being best
activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can
cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

James Martin:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all
people in the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question
above. Every person has diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or
something that they don't want do that. You must know how great and important the book The Book Before
Printing: Ancient, Medieval and Oriental (Lettering, Calligraphy, Typography). All type of book could you
see on many methods. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Mary Brott:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book,
may be the reserve untitled The Book Before Printing: Ancient, Medieval and Oriental (Lettering,
Calligraphy, Typography) can be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Verna Hibbard:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but also novel and The Book Before Printing: Ancient, Medieval and
Oriental (Lettering, Calligraphy, Typography) as well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After
you know how the great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for
teacher as well as students especially. Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some
other case, beside science book, any other book likes The Book Before Printing: Ancient, Medieval and
Oriental (Lettering, Calligraphy, Typography) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of
book like this.
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