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Endless economic growth rests on a belief in the limitless abundance of the natural world. But when did
people begin to believe that societies should—even that they must—expand in wealth indefinitely? In The
Great Delusion, the historian and storyteller Steven Stoll weaves past and present together through the life of
a strange and brooding nineteenth-century German engineer and technological utopian named John
Adolphus Etzler, who pursued universal wealth from the inexhaustible forces of nature: wind, water, and
sunlight. The Great Delusion neatly demonstratesthat Etzler’s fantasy has become our reality and that we
continue to live by some of the same economic assumptions that he embraced. Like Etzler, we assume that
the transfer of matter from environments into the economy is not bounded by any condition of those
environments and that energy for powering our cars and iPods will always exist. Like Etzler, we think of
growth as progress, a turn in the meaning of that word that dates to the moment when a soaring productive
capacity fused with older ideas about human destiny. The result is economic growth as we know it, notas
measured by the gross domestic product but as the expectation that our society depends on continued
physical expansion in order to survive.
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From reader reviews:

Sam Holmes:

This The Great Delusion: A Mad Inventor, Death in the Tropics, and the Utopian Origins of Economic
Growth book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit
you receive by reading this book will be information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get data
which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This specific The Great Delusion: A
Mad Inventor, Death in the Tropics, and the Utopian Origins of Economic Growth without we comprehend
teach the one who examining it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The
Great Delusion: A Mad Inventor, Death in the Tropics, and the Utopian Origins of Economic Growth can
bring when you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it
inside your lovely laptop even telephone. This The Great Delusion: A Mad Inventor, Death in the Tropics,
and the Utopian Origins of Economic Growth having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you will not
experience uninterested in reading.

Michael Proctor:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy
read one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the The Great Delusion: A Mad
Inventor, Death in the Tropics, and the Utopian Origins of Economic Growth is kind of guide which is
giving the reader unstable experience.

Carla Floyd:

The Great Delusion: A Mad Inventor, Death in the Tropics, and the Utopian Origins of Economic Growth
can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this
publication has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit
entertaining however delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every
word into joy arrangement in writing The Great Delusion: A Mad Inventor, Death in the Tropics, and the
Utopian Origins of Economic Growth although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest
in addition to based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great information can
certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Phyllis Tucker:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine



you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Great Delusion: A
Mad Inventor, Death in the Tropics, and the Utopian Origins of Economic Growth which is keeping the e-
book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.
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