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Thomas Merton, Robert Lax, and Edward Rice were college buddies who became life-long friends, literary
innovators, and spiritual iconoclasts. Their friendship and collaboration began at Columbia College in the
1930s and reached its climax in the widely acclaimed magazine, which ran from 1953 to 1967, a year before
Merton's death.. Rice was founder, publisher, editor, and art director; Merton and Lax two of his steadiest
collaborators. Well-known on campus for their high spirits, avant-garde appreciation of jazz and Joyce, and
indiscrimate love of movies, they also shared their Catholic faith. Rice, a cradle Catholic, was godfather to
both Merton and Lax. Merton, who died some 30 years before the other two, was the first to achieve fame
with his best-selling spiritual autobiography, The Seven-Story Mountain. Lax, whom Jack Kerouac dubbed
"one of the great original voices of our times," eventually received recognition as one of "America's greatest
experimental poets, a true minimalist who can weave awesome poems from remarkably few words" (New
York Times Book Review). He spent most of the last 35 years of his life living frugally on one of the remotest
of the Greek isles. After Jubilee folded, Rice wrote 20 books on world culture, religion, and biography. His
1970 biography of Merton, The Man in the Sycamore Tree, was judged too intimate, forthright, and candid
by those who, in Lax's words, "were trying so hard to get pictures of [Merton's] halo that they missed his
face." His biography of the 19th century explorer and "orientalist" Sir Richard Burton became a New York
Times bestseller.

This book is not only the story of a 3-way friendship but a richly detailed depiction of the changes in
American Catholic life over the past sixty-some years, a micro history of progressive Catholicism from
the 1940s to the turn of the twenty-first century. Despite their loyalty to the church, the three often
disagreed with its positions, grumbled about its

tolerance for mediocrity in art, architecture, music, and intellectual life and its comfortableness with
American materialism and military power. And each in his own way engaged in a spiritual search that
extended beyond Christianity to the great religions of the East.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Fincher:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Merton and Friends: A
Joint Biography of Thomas Merton, Robert Lax and Edward Rice? Maybe it is to get best activity for you.
You know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before.
Do you agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Enrique Flora:

The particular book Merton and Friends: A Joint Biography of Thomas Merton, Robert Lax and Edward
Rice has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by
the very famous author. The writer makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very
easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

George Foulds:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Merton and Friends: A Joint Biography of
Thomas Merton, Robert Lax and Edward Rice can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know.
You are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity.
So what these books have than the others?

Douglas Dossett:

You can find this Merton and Friends: A Joint Biography of Thomas Merton, Robert Lax and Edward Rice
by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if you get
difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed and also
can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your
guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose
right ways for you.
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