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As humans, death—its certainty, its inevitability—consumes us. We make it the subject of our literature, our
art, our philosophy, and our religion. Our feelings and attitudes toward our mortality and its possible
afterlives have evolved greatly from the early days of mankind. Collecting these views in this topical and
instructive book, W. M. Spellman considers death and dying from every angle in the Western tradition,
exploring how humans understand and come to terms with the end of life.
 
Using the work of archaeologists and paleoanthropologists, Spellman examines how interpreting physical
remains gives us insight into prehistoric perspectives on death. He traces how humans have died over the
centuries, both in the causes of death and in the views of actions that lead to death. He spotlights the great
philosophical and scientific traditions of the West, which did not believe in an afterlife or see the purpose of
bereavement, while also casting new light on the major religious beliefs that emerged in the ancient world,
particularly the centuries-long development of Christianity. He delves into three approaches to the meaning
of death—the negation of life, continuity in another form, and agnosticism—from both religious and secular-
scientific perspectives.
 
Providing a deeper context for contemporary debates over end-of-life issues and the tension between
longevity and quality of life, A Brief History of Death is an illuminating look at the complex ways humans
face death and the dying.
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From reader reviews:

Florence Wiggins:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the characters
do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this A Brief
History of Death, you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can
inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Eleanor Rowe:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The A Brief History of Death provide you with a new experience in studying a book.

Samuel Jackson:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this guide. This A Brief History of Death is simple
bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much
space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can
save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy
this book.

Brett Baker:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library or to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go
to presently there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this A Brief History of Death can make you really feel more interested to read.
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