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When Thomas Jefferson moved his victorious Republican administration into the new capital city in 1801,
one of his first acts was to abolish any formal receptions, except on New Year's Day and the Fourth of July.
His successful campaign for the presidency had been partially founded on the idea that his Federalist
enemies had assumed dangerously aristocratic trappings?a sword for George Washington and a raised dais
for Martha when she received people at social occasions?in the first capital cities of New York and
Philadelphia. When the ladies of Washington City, determined to have their own salon, arrived en masse at
the president's house, Jefferson met them in riding clothes, expressing surprise at their presence. His deep
suspicion of any occasion that resembled a European court caused a major problem, however: without the
face-to-face relationships and networks of interest created in society, the American experiment in
government could not function.

Into this conundrum, writes Catherine Allgor, stepped women like Dolley Madison and Louisa Catherine
Adams, women of political families who used the unofficial, social sphere to cement the relationships that
politics needed to work. Not only did they create a space in which politics was effectively conducted; their
efforts legitimated the new republic and the new capital in the eyes of European nations, whose
representatives scoffed at the city's few amenities and desolate setting. Covered by the prescriptions of their
gender, Washington women engaged in the dirty business of politics, which allowed their husbands to retain
their republican purity.

Constrained by the cultural taboos on "petticoat politicking," women rarely wrote forthrightly about their
ambitions and plans, preferring to cast their political work as an extension of virtuous family roles. But by
analyzing their correspondence, gossip events, "etiquette wars," and the material culture that surrounded
them, Allgor finds that these women acted with conscious political intent. In the days before organized
political parties, the social machine built by these early federal women helped to ease the transition from a
failed republican experiment to a burgeoning democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Shanks:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know which you should start with. This Parlor Politics: In Which the Ladies of
Washington Help Build a City and a Government (Jeffersonian America) is our recommendation to make
you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Lanell Sessions:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline Parlor Politics: In
Which the Ladies of Washington Help Build a City and a Government (Jeffersonian America) suitable to
you? The book was written by popular writer in this era. The actual book untitled Parlor Politics: In Which
the Ladies of Washington Help Build a City and a Government (Jeffersonian America)is the main of several
books that will everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you
read this e-book you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their strategy
in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this reserve. This book
will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this
book.

Victor Brown:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Parlor Politics: In Which the
Ladies of Washington Help Build a City and a Government (Jeffersonian America) can be the response, oh
how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this
fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Jason Wahl:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. This particular Parlor Politics: In Which the Ladies of Washington Help
Build a City and a Government (Jeffersonian America) can give you a lot of pals because by you
investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person.
This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that
might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make you to be great persons. So , why
hesitate? We should have Parlor Politics: In Which the Ladies of Washington Help Build a City and a
Government (Jeffersonian America).
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