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Inspired by a passage in Vladmir Nabokov’s Transparent Things (1972), and also compiled as a future love
letter to The Material Collective, the essays collected here play with the transparency of pedagogy,
scholarship, and writing, as well as with objects that can be seen through, such as crystals and stained glass.
As Nabokov wrote, "When we concentrate on a material object, whatever its situation, the very act of
attention may lead to our involuntarily sinking into the history of that object. Novices must learn to skim
over matter if they want matter to stay at the exact level of the moment. Transparent things, through which
the past shines!" For the art and literary historians gathered together in this volume (Angela Bennett Segler,
Jennifer Borland, Karen Eileen Overbey, Nancy Thompson, and Maggie M. Williams), all students of
medieval material, these tensions between surface and depth, present and past, concentration and skimming
are all too familiar. The inherent contradictions of medieval objects, their irreducibility to either the purely
intellectual or the merely physical, are at once the delights and the dangers of the art historian’s work. This
book thus offeres a dialogue on the question of how our encounters with physical things spark a process and
how objects might allow unique collisions between the past and the present, the human and the inanimate,
the practice of history and lived experience. As works of medieval studies or art history, these essays are
incomplete, awkward, and provisional. Some of them may read like embarrassing teenage poetry. This
collection is that dusty box in the basement: it is full of raw, unedited, transparent expressions of affect, of
the sort we have learned to hide. Table of Contents: Maggie M. Williams and Karen Eileen Overbey —
“Introduction: Dear Material Collective”; Karen Eileen Overbey — “Reflections on the Surface, or, Notes
for a Tantric Art History”; Jennifer Borland — “Encountering the Inauthentic”; Angela Bennett Segler —
“Touched for the Very First Time: Losing My Manuscript Virginity”; Nancy Thompson — “Close
Encounters with Luminous Objects”
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From reader reviews:

Patsy Marshall:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't have
spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What did you
do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question mainly because just
their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start from
on kindergarten until university need this Transparent Things: A Cabinet to read.

Thomas Baldwin:

The publication untitled Transparent Things: A Cabinet is the reserve that recommended to you to study.
You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you. The language that author use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of analysis
when write the book, and so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate.
You also could possibly get the e-book of Transparent Things: A Cabinet from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.

Edmund Morrissette:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time to
be study. Transparent Things: A Cabinet can be your answer since it can be read by a person who have those
short time problems.

Mark Nixon:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is identified as of book
Transparent Things: A Cabinet. Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could
add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about guide.
It can bring you from one place to other place.
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