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Bilingual education is one of the most contentious and misunderstood educational programs in the country. It
raises significant questions about this country’s national identity, the nature of federalism, power, ethnicity,
and pedagogy. In Contested Policy , Guadalupe San Miguel, Jr., studies the origins, evolution, and
consequences of federal bilingual education policy from 1960 to 2001, with particular attention to the activist
years after 1978, when bilingual policy was heatedly contested. Traditionally, those in favor of bilingual
education are language specialists, Mexican American activists, newly enfranchised civil rights advocates,
language minorities, intellectuals, teachers, and students. They are ideologically opposed to the
assimilationist philosophy in the schools, to the structural exclusion and institutional discrimination of
minority groups, and to limited school reform. On the other hand, the opponents of bilingual education,
comprised at different points in time of conservative journalists, politicians, federal bureaucrats, Anglo
parent groups, school officials, administrators, and special-interest groups (such as U.S. English), favor
assimilationism, the structural exclusion and discrimination of ethnic minorities, and limited school reform.
In the 1990s a resurgence of opposition to bilingual education succeeded in repealing bilingual legislation
with an English-only piece of legislation. San Miguel deftly provides a history of these clashing groups and
how they impacted bilingual educational policy over the years. Rounding out this history is an extensive,
annotated bibliography on federal bilingual policy that can be used to enhance further study.
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From reader reviews:

Joanne Starks:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge to make
these keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Contested Policy: The Rise and Fall of
Federal Bilingual Education in the United States, 1960-2001 (Al Filo: Mexican American Studies Series) is
our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in
this era.

Christy McCurry:

This Contested Policy: The Rise and Fall of Federal Bilingual Education in the United States, 1960-2001 (Al
Filo: Mexican American Studies Series) tend to be reliable for you who want to be described as a successful
person, why. The reason why of this Contested Policy: The Rise and Fall of Federal Bilingual Education in
the United States, 1960-2001 (Al Filo: Mexican American Studies Series) can be on the list of great books
you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with
information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring
it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this
Contested Policy: The Rise and Fall of Federal Bilingual Education in the United States, 1960-2001 (Al Filo:
Mexican American Studies Series) giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving
you demo of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy
reading.

Alfredo Dunn:

Precisely why? Because this Contested Policy: The Rise and Fall of Federal Bilingual Education in the
United States, 1960-2001 (Al Filo: Mexican American Studies Series) is an unordinary book that the inside
of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside. Reading
this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way makes the content
inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for
you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of
gains than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking approach. So ,
still want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Joseph Sutton:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you study
a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have



read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Contested
Policy: The Rise and Fall of Federal Bilingual Education in the United States, 1960-2001 (Al Filo: Mexican
American Studies Series) will give you a new experience in studying a book.
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