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Written by a survivor of childhood abuse, this moving memoir traces the influence of the author's mother
tongue in the formation of her identity, and the role her second language played in providing a psychological
sanctuary. Kathleen Saint-Onge reflects on the ambiguities of growing up in a primarily French household
while attending English schools as she richly recounts the emotional gains and losses of a life lived in two
languages. A testament to the power of language in determining feelings of belonging or alienation,
Bilingual Being also presents a portrait of the 1960s in Quebec and the changing role of the Catholic Church.
Depicting with warmth and humour her own developing independence gained at school, Saint-Onge reveals
the tensions between the social world of her evolving English and her deep roots in French-speaking Quebec
City. It is an exploration of hope where language provides an escape from traumatic memories and a chance
to reconstruct a secure sense of self. Bilingual Being is a superbly crafted autobiography that seamlessly
moves from the remembrance of abuse to observations of living bilingualism and the gradual unfolding of
recovery in adulthood. It is a compelling, beautiful, and brave narrative that tells a wider story about human
resilience and the impact of language in creating new possibilities for life.
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From reader reviews:

Geraldine Moreno:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Bilingual Being: My Life as a Hyphen. You
can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a new book
Bilingual Being: My Life as a Hyphen. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by
the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, we can easily open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it
when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Vicki Harris:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading
a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Bilingual Being: My Life as a Hyphen
book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred
per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Edward Suniga:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several books in the
top collection in your reading list is definitely Bilingual Being: My Life as a Hyphen. This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking
upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Grant Rickard:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. On
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in
search of the Bilingual Being: My Life as a Hyphen when you needed it?
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