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In these skeptical and disillusioned times, there are still groups of people scattered throughout the world who
are trying to live out utopian dreams. These communities challenge the inevitability and morality of
dominant political and economic models. By putting utopian religious ethics into practice, they attest to the
real possibility of social alternatives. In Seeds of the Kingdom, Anna L. Peterson reflects on the experiences
of two very different communities, one inhabited by impoverished former refugees in the mountains of El
Salvador and the other by Amish farmers in the Midwestern U.S. What makes these groups stand out among
advocates of environmental protection, political justice, and sustainable development is their religious
orientation. They aim, without apology, to embody the reign of God on earth. The Salvadoran community is
grounded in Roman Catholic social thought, while the Amish adhere to Anabaptist tradition. Peterson offers
a detailed portrait of these communities' history, social organization, religious life, environmental values, and
agricultural practices. She discovers both practical and ideological commonalities in these two comparatively
successful and sustainable communities, including a strong collective identity, deep attachment to local
landscapes, a desire to preserve non-human as well as human lives, and, perhaps unexpectedly, a utopian
horizon that provides both goals and the hope of reaching them. By examining the process by which people
struggle to live according to a transcendent value system, she sheds light on both the actual and the potential
place of religion in public life. Peterson argues that the Amish and Salvadoran communities, geographically
and culturally removed from the industrialized West, have relevance for the political and environmental
problems of the developed world. These communities have succeeded in the face of significant internal and
external challenges, offering important practical and theoretical lessons on how to achieve ecological
sustainability and social justice in the wider world.
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From reader reviews:

John Moore:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can
be reading whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you should have this Seeds of the Kingdom: Utopian Communities in the Americas.

Manuel Arndt:

The particular book Seeds of the Kingdom: Utopian Communities in the Americas will bring someone to the
new experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In the event you try
to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book Seeds of the Kingdom: Utopian
Communities in the Americas is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the
official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Claire Davis:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the e-book untitled Seeds of the Kingdom: Utopian Communities in the Americas
can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Nicole Williams:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Seeds of the Kingdom: Utopian
Communities in the Americas that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then
how they react to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man but for
all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your
good habit, you are able to pick Seeds of the Kingdom: Utopian Communities in the Americas become your
own personal starter.
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