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Offering a broad perspective of the philosophy, theory, and aesthetics of early Indian music and musical
ideology, this study makes a unique contribution to our knowledge of the ancient foundations of India's
musical culture. Lewis Rowell reconstructs the tunings, scales, modes, rhythms, gestures, formal patterns,
and genres of Indian music from Vedic times to the thirteenth century, presenting not so much a history as a
thematic analysis and interpretation of India's magnificent musical heritage.

In Indian culture, music forms an integral part of a broad framework of ideas that includes philosophy,
cosmology, religion, literature, and science. Rowell works with the known theoretical treatises and the oral
tradition in an effort to place the technical details of musical practice in their full cultural context. Many
quotations from the original Sanskrit appear here in English translation for the first time, and the necessary
technical information is presented in terms accessible to the nonspecialist. These features, combined with
Rowell's glossary of Sanskrit terms and extensive bibliography, make Music and Musical Thought in Early
India an excellent introduction for the general reader and an indispensable reference for ethnomusicologists,
historical musicologists, music theorists, and Indologists.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Hall:

The book Music and Musical Thought in Early India (Chicago Studies in Ethnomusicology) has a lot of
information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the
very famous author. The author makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very
easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Michael Carr:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will get
lots of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the
book you have read is Music and Musical Thought in Early India (Chicago Studies in Ethnomusicology).

Sammy Cheney:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Music and Musical Thought in Early India
(Chicago Studies in Ethnomusicology) book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to
make book which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner
for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
doubt Music and Musical Thought in Early India (Chicago Studies in Ethnomusicology) as good book not
just by the cover but also through the content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its
cover, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth
sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Betty Dansby:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just laying on
the bed? Do you need something new? This Music and Musical Thought in Early India (Chicago Studies in
Ethnomusicology) can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of
date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides
have than the others?
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