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A groundbreaking work of literary nonfiction that exposes how radical strip mining is destroying one of
America's most precious natural resources and the communities that depend on it.

The mountains of Appalachia are home to one of the great forests of the world-they predate the Ice Age and
scientists refer to them as the "rainforests" of North America for their remarkable density and species
diversity. These mountains also hold the mother lode of American coal, and the coalmining industry has long
been the economic backbone for families in a region hard-pressed for other job opportunities. But recently, a
new type of mining has been introduced-"radical strip mining," aka "mountaintop removal"-in which a team
employing no more than ten men and some heavy machinery literally blast off the top of a mountain, dump it
in the valley below, and scoop out the coal.

Erik Reece chronicles the year he spent witnessing the systematic decimation of a single mountain, aptly
named "Lost Mountain." A native Kentuckian and the son of a coal worker, Reece makes it clear that strip
mining is neither a local concern nor a radical contention, but a mainstream crisis that encompasses every
hot-button issue-from corporate hubris and government neglect, to class conflict and poisoned groundwater,
to irrevocable species extinction and landscape destruction. Published excerpts of Lost Mountain are already
driving headlines and legislative action in Kentucky.

In Erik Reece, the mountains of Kentucky have found an eloquent and powerful spokesman in the tradition
of Edward Abbey, Rachel Carson, Aldo Leopold, and Henry David Thoreau. Like the work of those writers
before him, Lost Mountain will stand as a landmark defense of a natural treasure-and a core part of our
national identity-on the verge of extinction, and as the introduction of a mighty new literary voice.
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From reader reviews:

Brenda Wright:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to anyone is you
don't know what one you should start with. This Lost Mountain: A Year in the Vanishing Wilderness:
Radical Strip Mining and the Devastation of Appalachia is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with
the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Gail Boutwell:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Lost Mountain: A
Year in the Vanishing Wilderness: Radical Strip Mining and the Devastation of Appalachia suitable to you?
Often the book was written by famous writer in this era. The book untitled Lost Mountain: A Year in the
Vanishing Wilderness: Radical Strip Mining and the Devastation of Appalachiais the main of several books
that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this
book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained their thought
in the simple way, so all of people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will give you a
lot of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this book.

Cheri Turner:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Lost Mountain: A Year in the Vanishing
Wilderness: Radical Strip Mining and the Devastation of Appalachia, you could enjoy both. It is fine
combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout
guys. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Edgar Villanueva:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the
item when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Lost Mountain: A Year in the
Vanishing Wilderness: Radical Strip Mining and the Devastation of Appalachia to make your current reading
is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose
easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the impression about book and reading especially. It
is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book Lost
Mountain: A Year in the Vanishing Wilderness: Radical Strip Mining and the Devastation of Appalachia can
to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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