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In the closing years of the eighteenth century European society began its effort to get rid of benevolent
despotism, so called, and to secure its liberties under forms of constitutional government. The struggle began
in France, and spread over the more important lands of continental Europe; its influence was strongly felt in
England, and even in the United States. Passing through the phases of constitutional reform, of anarchy, and
of military despotism, the movement seemed for a time to have failed, and to outward appearances
absolutism was stronger after Waterloo than it had been half a century earlier.
But the force of the revolution was only checked, not spent; and to the awakening of general intelligence, the
strengthening of national feeling, and the upbuilding of a sense of common brotherhood among men,
produced by the revolutionary struggles of this epoch, Europe owes whatever liberty and free government its
peoples now enjoy. At the close of this period national power was no longer in the hands of the aristocracy,
nor in those of kings; it had passed into the third social stratum, variously designated as the middle class, the
burghers or bourgeoisie, and the third estate, a body of men as little willing to share it with the masses as the
kings had been. Nevertheless, the transition once begun could not be stopped, and the advance of manhood
suffrage has ever since been proportionate to the capacity of the laboring classes to receive and use it, until
now, at last, whatever may be the nominal form of government in any civilized land, its stability depends
entirely upon the support of the people as a whole. That which is the basis of all government—the power of
the purse—has passed into their hands.
This momentous change was of course a turbulent one—the most turbulent in the history of civilization, as it
has proved to be the most comprehensive. Consequently its epoch is most interesting, being dramatic in the
highest degree, having brought into prominence men and characters who rank among the great of all time,
and having exhibited to succeeding generations the most important lessons in the most vivid light. By
common consent the eminent man of the time was Napoleon Bonaparte, the revolution queller, the burgher
sovereign, the imperial democrat, the supreme captain, the civil reformer, the victim of circumstances which
his soaring ambition used but which his unrivaled prowess could not control. Gigantic in his proportions, and
satanic in his fate, his was the most tragic figure on the stage of modern history. While the men of his own
and the following generation were still alive, it was almost impossible that the truth should be known
concerning his actions or his motives; and to fix his place in general history was even less feasible. What he
wrote and said about himself was of course animated by a determination to appear in the best light; what
others wrote and said has been biased by either devotion or hatred.
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From reader reviews:

Jeff Puckett:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible The
Life of Napoleon - Volume I of IV (Illustrated)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside
you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with
their opinion or you have different opinion?

Helen Woodson:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is
high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you that The Life of Napoleon - Volume I of IV
(Illustrated) book as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Elizabeth Fischer:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Life of Napoleon - Volume I of IV
(Illustrated), you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-
out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known as
reading friends.

Justin Pritchett:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Life of Napoleon - Volume I of IV (Illustrated) can
give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have issue that they don't
and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more
than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Life of Napoleon -
Volume I of IV (Illustrated).
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