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This book examines the history of Black Hand crime in Chicago primarily from 1905 to 1920 and challenges
the belief that the Black Hand was an extension of the Sicilian Mafia. A crude method of extorting money
from primarily wealthy Italians, the Black Hand involved sending victims a letter stating that they would
come to harm if the blackmailers' demands were not met; the threatening letter often included a drawing of a
black hand or other frightening symbols. While many criminologists and scholars believe that Black Hand
crime originated in Italy, that only Southern Italians and Sicilians committed Black Hand crime, and that
only Southern Italians and Sicilians were Black Hand victims, Robert M. Lombardo argues that Black Hand
crime actually evolved as the result of social conditions within American society such as the isolation of the
Italian community, political corruption, and an ineffective criminal justice system. He shows that this
association of the Black Hand and the Sicilian Mafia is a media construction, resulting from a narrative
created by the news media despite the fact that many non-Italians also committed Black Hand crimes.
Looking at the Black Hand from a sociological perspective, the book discusses the "news-making
criminology" that tied Black Hand crime to the Sicilian Mafia and Neapolitan Camorra and the evolution of
traditional organized crime in Chicago and elsewhere.
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From reader reviews:

David Wolverton:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled The Black Hand: Terror by
Letter in Chicago? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time
together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have
other opinion?

Mary Bunch:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Reading through a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Black Hand:
Terror by Letter in Chicago book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the details in
this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Richard Pascual:

The experience that you get from The Black Hand: Terror by Letter in Chicago is a more deep you searching
the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that
this book is hard to comprehend but The Black Hand: Terror by Letter in Chicago giving you buzz feeling of
reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who
read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This book also makes your own
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We highly recommend you for having this kind of The Black Hand: Terror by Letter in
Chicago instantly.

Fred Musso:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This specific The Black Hand: Terror by Letter in Chicago can give
you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have issue that they don't and make
anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide
offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than some other make
you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Black Hand: Terror by Letter in Chicago.
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