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Available for the first time in English, Azaleas is a captivating collection of poems by a master of the early
Korean modernist style. Published in 1925, Azaleas is the only collection Kim Sowol (1902-1934) produced
during his brief life, yet he remains one of Korea's most beloved and well-known poets. His work is a
delightful and sophisticated blend of the images, tonalities, and rhythms of traditional Korean folk songs
with surprisingly modern forms and themes. Sowol is also known for his unique and sometimes unsettling
perspective, expressed through loneliness, longing, and a creative use of dream imagery-a reflection of
Sowol's engagement with French Symbolist poetry.

Azaleas recounts the journey of a young Korean as he travels from the northern P'yongyang area near to the
cosmopolitan capital of Seoul. Told through an array of voices, the poems describe the young man's actions
as he leaves home, his experiences as a student and writer in Seoul, and his return north. Although
considered a landmark of Korean literature, Azaleas speaks to readers from all cultures. An essay by Sowol's
mentor, the poet Kim Ok, concludes the collection and provides vital insight into Sowol's work and life. This
elegant translation by David R. McCann, an expert on modern Korean poetry, maintains the immediacy and
richness of Sowol's work and shares with English-language readers the quiet beauty of a poet who continues
to cast a powerful spell on generations of Korean readers.
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From reader reviews:

Nicole Garner:

The book Azaleas: A Book of Poems (Weatherhead Books on Asia) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book Azaleas:
A Book of Poems (Weatherhead Books on Asia)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve.
But one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with
the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share
all of these. Book Azaleas: A Book of Poems (Weatherhead Books on Asia) has simple shape but you know:
it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a e-book.
So it is very wonderful.

Dan Gray:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for all of us. The book Azaleas: A Book of Poems (Weatherhead Books on Asia)
ended up being making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is
quite advantages for you. The publication Azaleas: A Book of Poems (Weatherhead Books on Asia) is not
only giving you much more new information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend
your personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship together with the book Azaleas: A
Book of Poems (Weatherhead Books on Asia). You never really feel lose out for everything when you read
some books.

Jennifer Day:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this Azaleas: A Book of Poems (Weatherhead Books on Asia), you may tells your family, friends
along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Michele Brown:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Azaleas: A Book of
Poems (Weatherhead Books on Asia) which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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