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The Hindu pantheon is rich in images of the divine feminine—deities representing a wide range of symbolic,
social, and meditative meanings. David Kinsley's new book documents a highly unusual group of ten Hindu
tantric goddesses, the Mahavidyas, many of whom are strongly associated with sexuality and violence. What
is one to make of a goddess who cuts her own head off, or one who prefers sex with a corpse? The
Mahavidyas embody habits, attributes, or identities usually considered repulsive or socially subversive and
can be viewed as "antimodels" for women. Yet it is within the context of tantric worship that devotees seek
to identify themselves with these forbidding goddesses. The Mahavidyas seem to function as
"awakeners"—symbols which help to project one's consciousness beyond the socially acceptable or
predictable.

Drawing on a broad range of Sanskrit and vernacular texts as well as extensive research in India, including
written and oral interpretations of contemporary Hindu practitioners, Kinsley describes the unusual qualities
of each of the Mahavidyas and traces the parallels between their underlying themes. Especially valuable are
the many rare and fascinating images he presents—each important to grasping the significance of the
goddesses. Written in an accessible, engaging style, Kinsley's book provides a comprehensive understanding
of the Mahavidyas and is also an overview of Hindu tantric practice.
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From reader reviews:

Rebecca Clark:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Tantric Visions of the Divine Feminine: The Ten Mahavidyas.

Myrtie Hammond:

Here thing why this Tantric Visions of the Divine Feminine: The Ten Mahavidyas are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the content of it which is the
content is as yummy as food or not. Tantric Visions of the Divine Feminine: The Ten Mahavidyas giving
you information deeper including different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no guide that
similar with Tantric Visions of the Divine Feminine: The Ten Mahavidyas. It gives you thrill reading
journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is possibly can
be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your
technique home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form
of Tantric Visions of the Divine Feminine: The Ten Mahavidyas in e-book can be your alternate.

Lisa Loo:

The e-book with title Tantric Visions of the Divine Feminine: The Ten Mahavidyas includes a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book
exist new understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world now.
That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you throughout
new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.

Tommy Worm:

Beside this particular Tantric Visions of the Divine Feminine: The Ten Mahavidyas in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you
are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live
in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Tantric Visions of the Divine Feminine: The Ten Mahavidyas
because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you do not get what it's
facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot
be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as
well as read it from at this point!
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