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For almost forty years, the verdict on Lyndon Johnson's presidency has been reduced to a handful of harsh
words: tragedy, betrayal, lost opportunity. Initially, historians focused on the Vietnam War and how that
conflict derailed liberalism, tarnished the nation's reputation, wasted lives, and eventually even led to
Watergate. More recently, Johnson has been excoriated in more personal terms: as a player of political
hardball, as the product of machine-style corruption, as an opportunist, as a cruel husband and boss.

In LBJ, Randall B. Woods, a distinguished historian of twentieth-century America and a son of Texas, offers
a wholesale reappraisal and sweeping, authoritative account of the LBJ who has been lost under this baleful
gaze. Woods understands the political landscape of the American South and the differences between personal
failings and political principles. Thanks to the release of thousands of hours of LBJ's White House tapes,
along with the declassification of tens of thousands of documents and interviews with key aides, Woods's
LBJ brings crucial new evidence to bear on many key aspects of the man and the politician. As private
conversations reveal, Johnson intentionally exaggerated his stereotype in many interviews, for reasons of
both tactics and contempt. It is time to set the record straight.

Woods's Johnson is a flawed but deeply sympathetic character. He was born into a family with a liberal
Texas tradition of public service and a strong belief in the public good. He worked tirelessly, but not just for
the sake of ambition. His approach to reform at home, and to fighting fascism and communism abroad, was
motivated by the same ideals and based on a liberal Christian tradition that is often forgotten today. Vietnam
turned into a tragedy, but it was part and parcel of Johnson's commitment to civil rights and antipoverty
reforms. LBJ offers a fascinating new history of the political upheavals of the 1960s and a new way to
understand the last great burst of liberalism in America.

Johnson was a magnetic character, and his life was filled with fascinating stories and scenes. Through
insights gained from interviews with his longtime secretary, his Secret Service detail, and his closest aides
and confidants, Woods brings Johnson before us in vivid and unforgettable color.
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From reader reviews:

Jesse Reid:

Here thing why that LBJ: Architect of American Ambition are different and reputable to be yours. First of all
examining a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is as yummy as
food or not. LBJ: Architect of American Ambition giving you information deeper including different ways,
you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar with LBJ: Architect of American
Ambition. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes about the thing this happened in the
world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even
in your way home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of
LBJ: Architect of American Ambition in e-book can be your option.

Carla Arbogast:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now could
be taking seriously which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for
you. All those possibilities will not happen within you if you take LBJ: Architect of American Ambition as
the daily resource information.

Kenneth Poor:

Often the book LBJ: Architect of American Ambition will bring someone to the new experience of reading a
book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book you just
read, this book very suitable to you. The book LBJ: Architect of American Ambition is much recommended
to you to see. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

John Stewart:

This LBJ: Architect of American Ambition is completely new way for you who has attention to look for
some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know
or you who still having bit of digest in reading this LBJ: Architect of American Ambition can be the light
food for you because the information inside this book is easy to get through anyone. These books acquire
itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in
guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a
reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the
item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life along with knowledge.
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