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Throughout the better part of his brief life (1926-1964), Sayyab was haunted with the idea of death, the
afterlife, mortality and immortality. At the end of his earthly journey, Badr made peace with himself, and
thereby reconciled the two seemingly contradictory aspects of “Life” and “Death.” He conquered death by
humanizing it, mastering his fear of it, and by surrendering to his fate as the ultimate rest for an ailing and
constantly deteriorating body. Although never an existentialist, Sayyab, at one point, entertained the idea of
embracing “Existentialism,” surmising that it might have the philosophical answer to his existential problem:
how far and how high will he be able to carry the rock of Sisyphus? How long will his battle with destiny
last and who will prevail? Sayyab was immensely in love with life, yet his poetry and personal letters
ironically convey a different message and are colored with the dark clouds of dejection, frustration,
loneliness, exile and poverty. These selected letters in English translation shed new light on the catastrophic
life of this tragic hero and highlight important aspects of his otherwise, private moments and inner thoughts
that he shared with a few elite friends that he had in Lebanon, Egypt, Syria, Iraq and England such as
Adunis, Khalil Hawi, Youssef al-Khal, Suhail Idris, Albert Adeeb, and Ali al-Sabti. This is the story of Badr
Shakir al-Sayyab in his own words without embellishment. In translating these letters, I tried to be as faithful
as possible to the original Arabic text and to the meaning that I believe the poet intended. These letters are
organized in chronological order and provide us with a clear image of the development and maturity of Badr
both as a human being and a poet. I sincerely hope that the translation of these selected letters into English
will present new material useful for Sayyab’s students and scholars.
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Levy:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled English Translation of Selected Letters of Badr Shakir al-Sayyab.
Try to make the book English Translation of Selected Letters of Badr Shakir al-Sayyab as your pal. It means
that it can to become your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter
than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you
can know everything by the book. So , let us make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Clarence Riley:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have
spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question since
just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of English Translation of Selected Letters
of Badr Shakir al-Sayyab to read.

Ashley Williams:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This English Translation of Selected Letters of Badr Shakir al-Sayyab book is
readable by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
reading experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer
connected with English Translation of Selected Letters of Badr Shakir al-Sayyab content conveys the idea
easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it
just different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking English Translation of Selected Letters of Badr
Shakir al-Sayyab is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Diane Welton:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your short
period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that need more time to be
read. English Translation of Selected Letters of Badr Shakir al-Sayyab can be your answer mainly because it
can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.
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