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What does it mean to be a spectator to war in an era when the boundaries between witnessing and
perpetrating violence have become profoundly blurred? Arguing that the contemporary dynamics of military
spectatorship took shape in Napoleonic Europe, Watching War explores the status of warfare as a spectacle
unfolding before a mass audience. By showing that the battlefield was a virtual phenomenon long before the
invention of photography, film, or the Internet, this book proposes that the unique character of modern
conflicts has been a product of imaginary as much as material forces.

Warfare first became total in the Napoleonic era, when battles became too large and violent to be observed
firsthand and could only be grasped in the imagination. Thenceforth, fantasies of what war was or should be
proved critical for how wars were fought and experienced. As war's reach came to be limited only by the
creativity of the mind's eye, its campaigns gave rise to expectations that could not be fulfilled. As a result,
war's modern audiences have often found themselves bored more than enthralled by their encounters with
combat. Mieszkowski takes an interdisciplinary approach to this major ethical and political concern of our
time, bringing literary and philosophical texts into dialogue with artworks, historical documents, and classics
of photojournalism.
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From reader reviews:

Austin Lawrence:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of Watching War book as beginner and
daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Kevin Miller:

The book Watching War will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The
author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate
to you. The book Watching War is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the
official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

John Collins:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more time
to be examine. Watching War can be your answer since it can be read by a person who have those short time
problems.

Russell Pittman:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you read a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since book has a
lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have
read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Watching War provide you with new experience in studying a book.
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