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In the 1980s, a wave of Chinese from Fujian province began arriving in America. Like other immigrant
groups before them, they showed up with little money but with an intense work ethic and an unshakeable
belief in the promise of the United States. Many of them lived in a world outside the law, working in a
shadow economy overseen by the ruthless gangs that ruled the narrow streets of New York's Chinatown.

The figure who came to dominate this Chinese underworld was a middle-aged grandmother known as Sister
Ping. Her path to the American dream began with an unusual business run out of a tiny noodle store on
Hester Street. From her perch above the shop, Sister Ping ran a full-service underground bank for illegal
Chinese immigrants. But her real business - a business that earned an estimated $40 million - was smuggling
people.

As a "snakehead", she built a complex and often vicious global conglomerate, relying heavily on familial
ties, and employing one of Chinatown's most violent gangs to protect her power and profits. Like an
underworld CEO, Sister Ping created an intricate smuggling network that stretched from Fujian Province to
Hong Kong to Burma to Thailand to Kenya to Guatemala to Mexico. Her ingenuity and drive were awe-
inspiring both to the Chinatown community, where she was revered as a homegrown Don Corleone, and to
the law enforcement officials who could never quite catch her.

Indeed, Sister Ping's empire only came to light in 1993 when the Golden Venture, a ship loaded with 300
undocumented immigrants, ran aground off a Queens beach. It took New York's fabled "Jade Squad" and the
FBI nearly 10 years to untangle the criminal network and home in on its unusual mastermind.

The Snakehead is a panoramic tale of international intrigue and a dramatic portrait of the underground
economy in which America's 12 million illegal immigrants live.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Jones:

This book untitled The Snakehead: An Epic Tale of the Chinatown Underworld and the American Dream to
be one of several books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you can
get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it
via online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you
can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Mildred Patton:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Snakehead: An Epic Tale of
the Chinatown Underworld and the American Dream, it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination
right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks.
What? Still don't get it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Robert Rochester:

The book untitled The Snakehead: An Epic Tale of the Chinatown Underworld and the American Dream
contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is
very easy to understand all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book
was compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new age of literary works. You can actually
read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site in addition to order it.
Have a nice examine.

Richard Plummer:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but nothing
reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Snakehead: An Epic Tale of the Chinatown Underworld and the American
Dream can make you experience more interested to read.
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