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The idea of a balance of nature has been a dominant part of Western philosophy since before Aristotle, and it
persists in the public imagination and even among some ecologists today. In this lively and thought-
provoking book, John Kricher demonstrates that nature in fact is not in balance, nor has it ever been at any
stage in Earth's history. He explains how and why this notion of a natural world in balance has endured for
so long, and he shows why, in these times of extraordinary human influence on the planet's ecosystems, it is
critical that we accept and understand that evolution is a fact of life, and that ecology is far more dynamic
than we ever imagined.

The Balance of Nature traces the fascinating history of the science of ecology and evolutionary biology, from
the discipline's early innovators to the advent of Darwin and evolution, to the brilliant and inquisitive
scientific minds of today. Blending insights and entertaining stories from his own remarkable life in science,
Kricher reveals how evolution is a powerful engine that drives ecological change, how nature is constantly in
flux and, in effect, quite naturally out of balance--and how notions to the contrary are misguided and
ultimately hazardous to us all.

The Balance of Nature forcefully argues that an understanding of the dynamic nature of ecology and
evolution is essential to formulating policies of environmental ethics to guide humanity toward a more
responsible stewardship of our planet's ecosystems.
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From reader reviews:

Alma Bulger:

The book The Balance of Nature: Ecology's Enduring Myth can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book The Balance of Nature:
Ecology's Enduring Myth? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book
can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The
Balance of Nature: Ecology's Enduring Myth has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Sandra Castillo:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based
on what kind of reserve you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you
want experience happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the
The Balance of Nature: Ecology's Enduring Myth is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Ernest Poole:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the entire day
to reading a book. The book The Balance of Nature: Ecology's Enduring Myth it is extremely good to read.
There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If you
did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read
this book from the smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book possesses high quality.

Sue Randall:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book The Balance of Nature: Ecology's
Enduring Myth to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it
and mingle the opinion about book and studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a
book and examine it. Beside that the publication The Balance of Nature: Ecology's Enduring Myth can to be
your brand-new friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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