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The West is popularly perceived as America's last outpost of unfettered opportunity, but twentieth-century
corporate tourism has transformed it into America's "land of opportunism." From Sun Valley to Santa Fe,
towns throughout the West have been turned over to outsiders—and not just to those who visit and move on,
but to those who stay and control.

Although tourism has been a blessing for many, bringing economic and cultural prosperity to communities
without obvious means of support or allowing towns on the brink of extinction to renew themselves; the
costs on more intangible levels may be said to outweigh the benefits and be a devil's bargain in the making.

Hal Rothman examines the effect of twentieth-century tourism on the West and exposes that industry's
darker side. He tells how tourism evolved from Grand Canyon rail trips to Sun Valley ski weekends and
Disneyland vacations, and how the post-World War II boom in air travel and luxury hotels capitalized on a
surge in discretionary income for many Americans, combined with newfound leisure time.

From major destinations like Las Vegas to revitalized towns like Aspen and Moab, Rothman reveals how the
introduction of tourism into a community may seem innocuous, but residents gradually realize, as they seek
to preserve the authenticity of their communities, that decision-making power has subtly shifted from the
community itself to the newly arrived corporate financiers. And because tourism often results in a
redistribution of wealth and power to "outsiders," observes Rothman, it represents a new form of colonialism
for the region.

By depicting the nature of tourism in the American West through true stories of places and individuals that
have felt its grasp, Rothman doesn't just document the effects of tourism but provides us with an enlightened
explanation of the shape these changes take. Deftly balancing historical perspective with an eye for what's
happening in the region right now, his book sets new standards for the study of tourism and is one that no
citizen of the West whose life is touched by that industry can afford to ignore.
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From reader reviews:

Nicole Garner:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high. To suit your
needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Devil's Bargains: Tourism in the
Twentieth-Century American West book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Lori Barnes:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you have when
the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book you have read
is usually Devil's Bargains: Tourism in the Twentieth-Century American West.

Shirley Parker:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite from that.
One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Devil's Bargains: Tourism in the Twentieth-
Century American West, you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to miss
it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come
on its called reading friends.

Susan Ross:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find publication that
need more time to be examine. Devil's Bargains: Tourism in the Twentieth-Century American West can be
your answer since it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.
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