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The saga of the seventh-century Chinese monk Xuanzang, who completed an epic sixteen-year journey to
discover the heart of Buddhism at its source in India, is a splendid story of human struggle and triumph. One
of China’s great heroes, Xuanzang is introduced here for the first time to Western readers in this richly
illustrated book.Sally Wriggins, who journeyed in Xuanzang’s footsteps, brings to life a man who
transcended common experience. Eight centuries before Columbus, this intrepid pilgrim—against the wishes
of his emperor—traveled on the Silk Road through Central Asia on his way to India. Before his journey
ended, he had met most of Asia’s important leaders and traversed 10,000 miles in search of Buddhist
scriptures. He was both a mountain climber who scaled three of Asia’s highest mountain ranges and a desert
survivor who nearly died of thirst on the brutal flats; a philosopher and metaphysician; a diplomat who
established China’s ties to Central Asian and Indian kings; and above all a devout and courageous Buddhist
who personally nurtured the growth of Buddhism in China by disseminating the nearly 600 scriptures he
carried back from India.Wriggins gives us vivid descriptions of the perils Xuanzang faced, the monasteries
he visited (many still standing today), and the eight places of Buddhist pilgrimage in India. Detailed maps
and color photographs provide striking evidence of the vast distances involved and the appalling dangers
Xuanzang endured; reproductions of Buddhist art from museums around the world capture the glories of this
world religion while revealing a cosmopolitan era in which pilgrims were both adventurers and ambassadors
of goodwill.An engaging introduction to Buddhism and Buddhist art, this unique book takes the reader on a
rousing adventure that also gives a compelling view of Asian history and civilization.
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From reader reviews:

Terri Mitchell:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Xuanzang: A Buddhist Pilgrim On The Silk
Road is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Robert Alleman:

This Xuanzang: A Buddhist Pilgrim On The Silk Road usually are reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The reason of this Xuanzang: A Buddhist Pilgrim On The Silk Road
can be one of many great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading
through food but feed a person with information that probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This
book is actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and
printed ones. Beside that this Xuanzang: A Buddhist Pilgrim On The Silk Road forcing you to have an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in
your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Marilyn Chambers:

This book untitled Xuanzang: A Buddhist Pilgrim On The Silk Road to be one of several books which best
seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily
to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The publisher in this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this publication from your list.

Pamelia Thompson:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Xuanzang: A Buddhist Pilgrim On The Silk
Road or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book,
you feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those
books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes
Xuanzang: A Buddhist Pilgrim On The Silk Road to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of
book like this one.
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