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Why would sovereigns ever grant political or economic liberty to their subjects? Under what conditions
would rational rulers who possess ultimate authority and who seek to maximize power and wealth ever give
up any of that authority? This book draws on a wide array of empirical and theoretical approaches to answer
these questions, investigating both why sovereign powers might liberalize and when.

The contributors to this volume argue that liberalization or democratization will only occur when those in
power calculate that the expected benefits to them will exceed the costs. More specifically, rulers take five
main concerns into account in their cost-benefit analysis as they decide to reinforce or relax controls:
personal welfare, personal power, internal order, external order, and control over policy--particularly
economic policy. The book shows that repression is a tempting first option for rulers seeking to maximize
their benefits, but that liberalization becomes more attractive as a means of minimizing losses when it
becomes increasingly certain that the alternatives are chaos, deposition, or even death. Chapters cover topics
as diverse as the politics of seventeenth-century England and of twentieth-century Chile; why so many
countries have liberalized in recent decades; and why even democratic governments see a need to reduce
state power. The book makes use of formal modeling, statistical analysis, and traditional historical analysis.

The contributors are Paul Drake, Stephen Haggard, William Heller, Robert Kaufman, Phil Keefer, Brian
Loveman, Mathew McCubbins, Douglass North, Ronald Rogowski, and Barry Weingast.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Edick:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Origins of Liberty is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need
in this era.

George Oneal:

This The Origins of Liberty are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The
reason of this The Origins of Liberty can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely giving you
more than just simple looking at food but feed you actually with information that probably will shock your
prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions
in e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Origins of Liberty forcing you to have an enormous of
experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in
your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Thomas Baldwin:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get lots of
stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you have when
the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have read is
usually The Origins of Liberty.

Edwina Hinkle:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the top book
for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is named of book The Origins of
Liberty. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add your
knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about reserve. It can
bring you from one destination for a other place.
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