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In 2005, historian Jason Emerson discovered a steamer trunk formerly owned by Robert Todd Lincoln's

lawyer and stowed in an attic for forty years. The trunk contained a rare find: twenty-five letters pertaining to

Mary Todd Lincoln's life and insanity case, letters assumed long destroyed by the Lincoln family. Mary

wrote twenty of the letters herself, more than half from the insane asylum to which her son Robert had her

committed, and many in the months and years after.

            The Madness of Mary Lincoln is the first examination of Mary Lincoln’s mental illness based on the
lost letters, and the first new interpretation of the insanity case in twenty years. This compelling story of the
purported insanity of one of America’s most tragic first ladies provides new and previously unpublished
materials, including the psychiatric diagnosis of Mary’s mental illness and her lost will.

Emerson charts Mary Lincoln’s mental illness throughout her life and describes how a predisposition
to psychiatric illness and a life of mental and emotional trauma led to her commitment to the asylum. The
first to state unequivocally that Mary Lincoln suffered from bipolar disorder, Emerson offers a psychiatric
perspective on the insanity case based on consultations with psychiatrist experts.
            This book reveals Abraham Lincoln’s understanding of his wife’s mental illness and the degree to
which he helped keep her stable. It also traces Mary’s life after her husband’s assassination, including her
severe depression and physical ailments, the harsh public criticism she endured, the Old Clothes Scandal,
and the death of her son Tad.

          The Madness of Mary Lincoln is the story not only of Mary, but also of Robert. It details how he dealt

with his mother’s increasing irrationality and why it embarrassed his Victorian sensibilities; it explains the

reasons he had his mother committed, his response to her suicide attempt, and her plot to murder him. It also

shows why and how he ultimately agreed to her release from the asylum eight months early, and what their

relationship was like until Mary’s death.

This historical page-turner provides readers for the first time with the lost letters that historians had

been in search of for eighty years.
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From reader reviews:

Angelita Estes:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book allowed The
Madness of Mary Lincoln? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your
time together with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you
have additional opinion?

Robert Auclair:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Madness of Mary Lincoln is
our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Leonard Vega:

This The Madness of Mary Lincoln is great reserve for you because the content that is full of information for
you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This book reveal it details
accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the
item hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but
tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Madness of Mary Lincoln in your
hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication
that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So , this is good
reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Latashia Bartlett:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book has a
lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have
read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with soon. The The Madness
of Mary Lincoln provide you with new experience in reading a book.
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