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This book is a history of an astounding transatlantic phenomenon, a popular evangelical revival known in
America as the first Great Awakening (1735-1745). Beginning in the mid-1730s, supporters and opponents
of the revival commented on the extraordinary nature of what one observer called the "great ado," with its
extemporaneous outdoor preaching, newspaper publicity, and rallies of up to 20,000 participants. Frank
Lambert, biographer of Great Awakening leader George Whitefield, offers an overview of this important
episode and proposes a new explanation of its origins.

The Great Awakening, however dramatic, was nevertheless unnamed until after its occurrence, and its
leaders created no doctrine nor organizational structure that would result in a historical record. That lack of
documentation has allowed recent scholars to suggest that the movement was "invented" by nineteenth-
century historians. Some specialists even think that it was wholly constructed by succeeding generations,
who retroactively linked sporadic happenings to fabricate an alleged historic development. Challenging these
interpretations, Lambert nevertheless demonstrates that the Great Awakening was invented--not by historians
but by eighteenth-century evangelicals who were skillful and enthusiastic religious promoters. Reporting a
dramatic meeting in one location in order to encourage gatherings in other places, these men used
commercial strategies and newly popular print media to build a revival--one that they also believed to be an
"extraordinary work of God." They saw a special meaning in contemporary events, looking for a transatlantic
pattern of revival and finding a motive for spiritual rebirth in what they viewed as a moral decline in colonial
America and abroad.

By examining the texts that these preachers skillfully put together, Lambert shows how they told and retold
their revival account to themselves, their followers, and their opponents. His inquiries depict revivals as
cultural productions and yield fresh understandings of how believers "spread the word" with whatever
technical and social methods seem the most effective.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Ahlstrom:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling
bored faster. And you have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The
doctor has to answer that question since just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on
every person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on pre-school until university need this Inventing the
"Great Awakening" to read.

Scott Roche:

Here thing why this kind of Inventing the "Great Awakening" are different and reliable to be yours. First of
all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. Inventing the "Great Awakening" giving you information deeper and in different
ways, you can find any book out there but there is no reserve that similar with Inventing the "Great
Awakening". It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that happened
in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation
area, café, or even in your way home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted
book maybe the form of Inventing the "Great Awakening" in e-book can be your option.

Richard Ortega:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give you lot of
advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience
happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Inventing the "Great
Awakening" is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Dwight Bailey:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As
we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Inventing the "Great Awakening" can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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