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From aesthetics to the penal system, and from madness and civilization to avant-garde literature, Foucault
was happy to reject old models of thinking and replace them with fresh versions that are still being debated
today. A major influence on Queer Theory and gender studies (he was openly gay and died of an AIDS-
related illness in 1984), he also wrote on architecture, history, law, medicine, literature, politics, and of
course philosophy. He even managed to write a best seller in France on a book dedicated to the history of
systems of thought. Because he never succinctly stated his arguments, those trying to come to terms with
Foucault's work have desperately sought introductory material to make his theories clear and accessible for
the beginner.

Here, Gary Gutting presents a comprehensive but non-systematic treatment of some highlights of Foucault's
life and thought. The book begins with a brief biography to set the social and political stage. It then considers
Foucault's thoughts on literature, in particular the avant-garde scene, his philosophical and historical work
and the reception he received from the historical community, his treatment of knowledge and power in
modern society, and his thoughts on sexuality.

About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very Short Introductions offer an
introduction to some of life's most interesting topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate
the finest contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key topics, from
philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
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From reader reviews:

Tonia Jensen:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Foucault: A Very Short Introduction. Try to face the
book Foucault: A Very Short Introduction as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you
feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book
makes you considerably more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's
make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Dennis Byrd:

In other case, little people like to read book Foucault: A Very Short Introduction. You can choose the best
book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a new book Foucault: A Very
Short Introduction. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know
that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You
should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Dennis Taylor:

Here thing why this particular Foucault: A Very Short Introduction are different and reputable to be yours.
First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as
delightful as food or not. Foucault: A Very Short Introduction giving you information deeper since different
ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no e-book that similar with Foucault: A Very Short
Introduction. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing this happened
in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in
playground, café, or even in your technique home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing
the branded book maybe the form of Foucault: A Very Short Introduction in e-book can be your alternative.

Betty Serrano:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The Foucault:
A Very Short Introduction will give you new experience in looking at a book.
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