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A dynamic figure in the pages of history, Major General William “Bull” Nelson played a formative role in
the Union’s success in Kentucky and the Western theater of the Civil War. Now, Donald A. Clark presents a
long-overdue examination of this irascible officer, his numerous accomplishments, and his grim fate. More
popularly known for his temper than his intrepid endeavors on behalf of the North, Nelson nevertheless
dedicated much of his life to his nation and the preservation of the Union.

The child of a privileged family, Nelson was one of the first officers to graduate from the newly
formed U.S. Naval Academy. His years in the Navy imbued in him the qualities of bravery, loyalty, and
fortitude; however, his term of service also seemed to breed an intolerance of others for which he became
infamous, and that ultimately led to his violent downfall. Clark sheds new light upon Nelson’s pre–Civil War
years as a naval officer, when he became a hardened veteran of battle, fighting at the siege of Veracruz and
the capture of Tabasco during the Mexican War in the 1840s. On the basis of Nelson’s military experience,
in 1861 President Lincoln sent him to Kentucky—which was considering secession—and Nelson rallied
loyalists and helped the Union prepare to maintain control of the state during the next several years of war.

Nelson went on to prove instrumental in blocking Confederate attempts to subdue Kentucky and the
West, serving important roles in the battle of Shiloh, General Henry W. Halleck’s advance against Corinth,
and Brigadier General Don Carlos Buell’s movement toward Chattanooga. But while some viewed his bold
maneuvers as the saving of the state, many others, including such notables as Ulysses S. Grant and William
Tecumseh Sherman, argued that Nelson’s actions merited no praise. Unfortunately for the general, the
question of his value to the Union abruptly became moot, as his achievements were shortly overshadowed by
ignominious rumors of scandal and abuse.

His involvement in the defense of Louisville gave Nelson a chance to redeem himself and restore his
military reputation, but the general’s famous temper soon robbed him of any potential glory. During
September of 1862, in a crime that was never prosecuted, fellow Union general Jefferson C. Davis shot and
killed Nelson after an argument. Clark explores this remarkable exception in military law, arguing that while
the fact of the murder was indisputable, many considered Davis a hero for having dispatched the so-called
tyrant. Although Nelson eventually received many posthumous honors for his indispensable role in the war,
justice was never sought for his murder.

A comprehensive study of this well-known, yet misunderstood American figure, The Notorious
“Bull” Nelson: Murdered Civil War General is an illuminating addition to the history of the Civil War.
Through Clark’s impeccable research and richly layered narrative, William “Bull” Nelson springs from the
pages as large and volatile as he was in life.
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From reader reviews:

Marilyn Daniels:

This book untitled The Notorious "Bull" Nelson: Murdered Civil War General to be one of several books
which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit
upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since
you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your
list.

Keiko Whitchurch:

The book The Notorious "Bull" Nelson: Murdered Civil War General will bring that you the new experience
of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new
book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book The Notorious "Bull" Nelson: Murdered Civil War
General is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so
you can more readily to read the book.

Erin Kizer:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more time to be learn.
The Notorious "Bull" Nelson: Murdered Civil War General can be your answer because it can be read by a
person who have those short free time problems.

Doris Snell:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book The Notorious "Bull" Nelson: Murdered
Civil War General to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and
mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to available a
book and learn it. Beside that the publication The Notorious "Bull" Nelson: Murdered Civil War General can
to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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