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The tension between professional expertise and democratic governance has become increasingly significant
in Western politics. Environmental politics in particular is a hotbed for citizens who actively challenge the
imposition of expert theories that ignore forms of local knowledge that can help to relate technical facts to
social values.
Where information ideologues see the modern increase in information as capable of making everyone
smarter, others see the emergence of a society divided between those with and those without knowledge.
Suggesting realistic strategies to bridge this divide, Fischer calls for meaningful nonexpert involvement in
policymaking and shows how the deliberations of ordinary citizens can help solve complex social and
environmental problems by contributing local contextual knowledge to the professionals’ expertise. While
incorporating theoretical critiques of positivism and methodology, he also offers hard evidence to
demonstrate that the ordinary citizen is capable of a great deal more participation than is generally
recognized. Popular epidemiology in the United States, the Danish consensus conference, and participatory
resource mapping in India serve as examples of the type of inquiry he proposes, showing how the local
knowledge of citizens is invaluable to policy formation. In his conclusion Fischer examines the implications
of the approach for participatory democracy and the democratization of contemporary deliberative structures.
This study will interest political scientists, public policy practitioners, sociologists, scientists,
environmentalists, political activists, urban planners, and public administrators along with those interested in
understanding the relationship between democracy and science in a modern technological society.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Imes:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book
allowed Citizens, Experts, and the Environment: The Politics of Local Knowledge? Maybe it is to get best
activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can
wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Jimmy Hicks:

Here thing why that Citizens, Experts, and the Environment: The Politics of Local Knowledge are different
and reliable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it
which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Citizens, Experts, and the Environment: The Politics of Local
Knowledge giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any publication out there but there
is no e-book that similar with Citizens, Experts, and the Environment: The Politics of Local Knowledge. It
gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the
world which is probably can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in
playground, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the
published book maybe the form of Citizens, Experts, and the Environment: The Politics of Local Knowledge
in e-book can be your alternate.

Catherine Williams:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Citizens, Experts, and the
Environment: The Politics of Local Knowledge which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's find.

Kimberly Wheatley:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know everything
we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year seemed to be
exactly added. This book Citizens, Experts, and the Environment: The Politics of Local Knowledge was
filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence.
Some people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you
can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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