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Many Americans remember Senator Sam Ervin (1896-1985) as the affable, Bible-quoting, old country
lawyer who chaired the Senate Watergate hearings in 1973. Ervin's stories from down home in North
Carolina, his reciting literary passages ranging from Shakespeare to Aesop's fables, and his earnest lectures
in defense of civil liberties and constitutional government contributed to the downfall of President Nixon and
earned Senator Ervin a reputation as "the last of the founding fathers."

Yet for most of his twenty years in the Senate, Ervin applied these same rhetorical devices to a very different
purpose. Between 1954 and 1974, he was Jim Crow's most talented legal defender as the South's
constitutional expert during the congressional debates on civil rights. The paradox of the senator's opposition
to civil rights and defense of civil liberties lies at the heart of this biography of Sam Ervin.

Drawing on newly opened archival material, Karl Campbell illuminates the character of the man and the
historical forces that shaped him. The senator's distrust of centralized power, Campbell argues, helps explain
his ironic reputation as a foe of civil rights and a champion of civil liberties. Campbell demonstrates that the
Watergate scandal represented the culmination of an escalating series of clashes between the imperial
presidency of Richard Nixon and a congressional counterattack led by Senator Ervin. The issue central to
that struggle, as well as to many of the other crusades in Ervin's life, remains a key question of the American
experience today--how to exercise legitimate government power while protecting essential individual
freedoms.
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From reader reviews:

Christina McMullen:

Senator Sam Ervin, Last of the Founding Fathers (Caravan Book) can be one of your nice books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
Senator Sam Ervin, Last of the Founding Fathers (Caravan Book) yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving
the reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Christopher Riley:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Senator Sam Ervin, Last of the Founding
Fathers (Caravan Book) can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Andrew Joy:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Senator Sam Ervin, Last of the Founding Fathers
(Caravan Book) was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Senator Sam Ervin,
Last of the Founding Fathers (Caravan Book) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until young adults. For
example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not
at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the
best book for you and try to like reading that will.

Donald Rivera:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Senator Sam Ervin, Last of the
Founding Fathers (Caravan Book) to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it
and mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to
start a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve Senator Sam Ervin, Last of the Founding Fathers
(Caravan Book) can to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in what must
you're doing of the time.
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