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Policymakers, medical practitioners, and the public alike face an increasingly bewildering flood of new and
often contradictory scientific studies on almost every topic. Whether the issue is the the best treatment for
breast cancer, the need for prenatal food programs to improve the health of poor infants and mothers, or the
ability of women to succeed in scientific professions, the healthy growth of modern science has at times done
more to stir up controversy than to establish reliable knowledge. But now scientists in several fields have
developed a sophisticated new methodology called meta-analysis to address this problem. By numerically
combining diverse research findings on a single question, meta-analysis can be used to identify their central
tendency and reach conclusions far more reliable than those of any single investigation.

How Science Takes Stock vividly tells the story of meta-analysis through the eyes of its architects and
champions, and chronicles its history, techniques, achievements, and controversies. Noted science author
Morton Hunt visits key practitioners and recounts their use of meta-analysis to resolve important scientific
puzzles and longstanding debates. Does psychotherapy work, and if so what form works best? Does spending
federal money on education really improve student performance? Can a single enzyme significantly decrease
the risk of heart attack? Do boot camps reduce juvenile delinquency? With each account, Hunt illustrates the
major components of the meta-analytic method, reveals strategies for resolving practical and theoretical
problems, and discusses the impact of meta-analysis on the science and policy communities. In many cases,
he demonstrates how meta-analysts have gone a step further to determine the causes of earlier discrepancies.
In this way they not only identify successful approaches to the question at hand, but also clarify the
conditions under which they will work best. Hunt also portrays the important but frequently controversial
business of doing meta-analysis for legislators and government agencies, particularly in sensitive areas of
social policy.

How Science Takes Stock demonstrates how the statistical techniques of meta-analysis produce more
accurate data than the standard literature review or the old-fashioned process of tallying up the results of
each scientific study as if they were votes in an election to decide the truth. Hunt also addresses issues of
quality control in each phase of the meta-analytic process, and answers skeptics who claim that the
dissimilarities between studies are often too significant for meta-analysis to be any more than an apples and
oranges approach. This volume conveys the power of meta-analysis to help social policymakers and health
professionals resolve their most pressing problems. How Science Takes Stock concludes with a discussion of
the future of meta-analysis that examines its potential for further refinements, its growth in the scientific
literature, and exciting new possibilities for its future use. An appendix by meta-analysis expert Harris
Cooper offers some finer points on the mechanics of conducting a meta-analytic investigation.
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From reader reviews:

Nannie Hernandez:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication How Science Takes Stock: The
Story of Meta-Analysis will make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about
anything. But some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why
they can be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or acceptable book with you?

Michael Campbell:

Beside this kind of How Science Takes Stock: The Story of Meta-Analysis in your phone, it could give you a
way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got here
is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It is good
thing to have How Science Takes Stock: The Story of Meta-Analysis because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot
be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book
as well as read it from at this point!

Sheldon McLean:

This How Science Takes Stock: The Story of Meta-Analysis is new way for you who has intense curiosity to
look for some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this How Science
Takes Stock: The Story of Meta-Analysis can be the light food for yourself because the information inside
this book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself in the form which can be reachable by
anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even
dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what
you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for
your better life as well as knowledge.

Sophia Myers:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of
news. On this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just looking for the How Science Takes Stock: The Story of Meta-Analysis when you desired it?
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