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In The American Roman Noir, William Marling reads classic hard-boiled fiction and film in the contexts of
narrative theories and American social and cultural history. His search for the origins of the dark narratives
that emerged during the 1920s and 1930s leads to a sweeping critique of Jazz-Age and Depression-era
culture. Integrating economic history, biography, consumer product design, narrative analysis, and film
scholarship, Marling makes new connections between events of the 1920s and 1930s and the modes, styles,
and genres of their representation.

At the center of Marling's approach is the concept of "prodigality": how narrative represents having, and
having had, too much. Never before in the country, he argues, did wealth impinge on the national conscience
as in the 1920s, and never was such conscience so sharply rebuked as in the 1930s. What, asks Marling, were
the paradigms that explained accumulation and windfall, waste and failure? Marling first establishes a
theoretical and historical context for the notion of prodigality. Among the topics he discusses are such
watershed events as the trial of Sacco and Vanzetti and the premiere of the first sound movie, The Jazz
Singer; technology's alteration of Americans' perceptive and figurative habits; and the shift from
synecdochical to metonymical values entailed by a consumer society.

Marling then considers six noir classics, relating them to their authors' own lives and to the milieu of
prodigality that produced them and which they sought to explain: Dashiell Hammett's Red Harvest and The
Maltese Falcon, James M. Cain's The Postman Always Rings Twice and Double Indemnity, and Raymond
Chandler's The Big Sleep and Farewell My Lovely. Reading these narratives first as novels, then as films,
Marling shows how they employed the prodigality fabula's variations and ancillary value systems to help
Americans adapt—for better or worse—to a society driven by economic and technological forces beyond
their control.
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From reader reviews:

Angie Dean:

The book American Roman Noir: Hammett, Cain, and Chandler can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book American Roman Noir:
Hammett, Cain, and Chandler? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this
book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge
or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book American
Roman Noir: Hammett, Cain, and Chandler has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big
function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Miles Towles:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
while those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take American Roman Noir: Hammett, Cain, and Chandler as
your daily resource information.

Bennett Fox:

The reason? Because this American Roman Noir: Hammett, Cain, and Chandler is an unordinary book that
the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret the item
inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such wonderful way
makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning entirely. So ,
it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book
will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency
and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go
to the guide store hurriedly.

Barbara Fontenot:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book American Roman Noir: Hammett, Cain, and Chandler was
multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book American Roman Noir: Hammett,
Cain, and Chandler has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or
Investigation company Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at
all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best
book in your case and try to like reading this.
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