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To Be Suddenly White explores the troubled relationship between literary passing and literary realism, the
dominant aesthetic motivation behind the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth-century ethnic texts considered
in this study. Steven J. Belluscio uses the passing narrative to provide insight into how the representation of
ethnic and racial subjectivity served, in part, to counter dominant narratives of difference.  
             To Be Suddenly White offers new readings of traditional passing narratives from the African
American literary tradition, such as James Weldon Johnson’s The Autobiography of an Ex-Coloured Man,
Nella Larsen’s Passing, and George Schuyler’s Black No More. It is also the first full-length work to
consider a number of Jewish American and Italian American prose texts, such as Mary Antin’s The Promised
Land, Anzia Yezierska’s Bread Givers, and Guido d’Agostino’s Olives on the Apple Tree, as racial passing
narratives in their own right. Belluscio also demonstrates the contradictions that result from the passing
narrative’s exploration of racial subjectivity, racial difference, and race itself.
            When they are seen in comparison, ideological differences begin to emerge between African
American passing narratives and “white ethnic” (Jewish American and Italian American) passing narratives.
According to Belluscio, the former are more likely to engage in a direct critique of ideas of race, while the
latter have a tendency to become more simplistic acculturation narratives in which a character moves from a
position of ethnic difference to one of full American identity.
            The desire “to be suddenly white” serves as a continual point of reference for Belluscio, enabling him
to analyze how writers, even when overtly aware of the problematic nature of race (especially African
American writers), are also aware of the conditions it creates, the transformations it provokes, and the
consequences of both. Byexamining the content and context of these works, Belluscio elucidates their
engagement with discourses of racial and ethnic differences, assimilation, passing, and identity, an approach
that has profound implications for the understanding of American literary history.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Pascual:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The To Be Suddenly White: Literary Realism and
Racial Passing is kind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

George Lehman:

To Be Suddenly White: Literary Realism and Racial Passing can be one of your basic books that are good
idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase
your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
article author giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing To Be Suddenly
White: Literary Realism and Racial Passing nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the
hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn
you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Cheri Turner:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve To Be Suddenly White: Literary Realism and Racial Passing was
filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence.
Some people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big selling point of a
book, you can sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that
you just wanted.

Ida Acord:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. On this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find
the To Be Suddenly White: Literary Realism and Racial Passing when you needed it?
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