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RESPONDING TO a near-constant flow of requests, George and Martha Washington sat for about two
dozen portraits from 1789 to 1797, collected here in this elegantly illustrated volume. From miniatures
executed on ivory for family and friends to a historical portrait that depicts Washington during the
Revolution, the../images vary widely in treatment and setting. What they all reflect, Ellen Miles suggests, is
the great need the new republic had for portraits of its first chief executive, often to stand in for Washington
himself. In the portraits, Martha Washington is usually dressed plainly, her round face composed in a benign
but cheerful expression. Portraits of George Washington often show him in military uniform, the pin of the
Society of the Cincinnati on his lapel; others have him in black velvet, wearing a simple ruffled white shirt,
his hair tied back in a queue. Most observers agreed that Martha was short and pleasant-looking, and that
George was nearly six feet tall, had a long nose, large and penetrating light eyes, and a noble forehead. The
state of his teeth affects his appearance in some portraits.

Washington responded to having his likeness taken with a characteristic mixture of pride in his position and
mild irritation. Once, a painter in Boston hid behind a church pulpit to sketch him. Washington's mild
chafing at requests for him to sit illustrates the conflict he felt between his obligation to the nation and his
desire to return to private life. As Edmund Morgan writes in his preface, Washington "succeeded in clothing
the new government with his own honor and left the presidency with a heritage of independence and respect
which, despite the antics of so many of his successors, has never quite left it." George and Martha
Washington: Portraits from the Presidential Years offers, quite literally, a unique portrait of the original First
Couple.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Sanders:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide George and Martha Washington:
Portraits from the Presidential Years will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading a book
make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best
book or suited book with you?

Reginald Hunter:

This George and Martha Washington: Portraits from the Presidential Years are generally reliable for you
who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this George and Martha
Washington: Portraits from the Presidential Years can be on the list of great books you must have is giving
you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this George and Martha Washington:
Portraits from the Presidential Years forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary,
giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and
luxuriate in reading.

Milton Hill:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make a professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the
information better to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet,
magazine, book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The
book that recommended to you is George and Martha Washington: Portraits from the Presidential Years this
reserve consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was represented how
does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically
the writer made some study when he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.

Esther Tackett:

You can find this George and Martha Washington: Portraits from the Presidential Years by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for
your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed but also can you
enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about



your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to
choose proper ways for you.
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