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This book explores the Daoist encounter with modernity through the activities of Chen Yingning
(1880–1969), a famous lay Daoist master, and his group in early twentieth-century Shanghai. In contrast to
the usual narrative of Daoist decay, with its focus on monastic decline, clerical corruption, and popular
superstitions, this study tells a story of Daoist resilience, reinvigoration, and revival.

Between the 1920s and 1940s, Chen led a group of urban lay followers in pursuing Daoist self-cultivation
techniques as a way of ensuring health, promoting spirituality, forging cultural self-identity, building
community, and strengthening the nation. In their efforts to renew and reform Daoism, Chen and his
followers became deeply engaged with nationalism, science, the religious reform movements, the new urban
print culture, and other forces of modernity.

Since Chen and his fellow practitioners conceived of the Daoist self-cultivation tradition as a public
resource, they also transformed it from an “esoteric” pursuit into a public practice, offering a modernizing
society a means of managing the body and the mind and of forging a new cultural, spiritual, and religious
identity.
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From reader reviews:

Horace Godbolt:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Daoist Modern: Innovation, Lay
Practice, and the Community of Inner Alchemy in Republican Shanghai (Harvard East Asian Monographs).
All type of book could you see on many methods. You can look for the internet methods or other social
media.

Pamela Edmonds:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer may be Daoist Modern: Innovation, Lay Practice, and the
Community of Inner Alchemy in Republican Shanghai (Harvard East Asian Monographs) why because the
excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is
actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to
pick up this book.

Nancy Nault:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to share. You
can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You will
observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you is
Daoist Modern: Innovation, Lay Practice, and the Community of Inner Alchemy in Republican Shanghai
(Harvard East Asian Monographs) this e-book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this
world now. That book was represented how do the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use
to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That's
why this book appropriate all of you.

Nathaniel Mitchell:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
By book Daoist Modern: Innovation, Lay Practice, and the Community of Inner Alchemy in Republican
Shanghai (Harvard East Asian Monographs) we can get more advantage. Don't someone to be creative



people? To be creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best book that acceptable with
your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that book Daoist Modern: Innovation, Lay
Practice, and the Community of Inner Alchemy in Republican Shanghai (Harvard East Asian Monographs).
You can more desirable than now.
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