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Bachelor Thesis from the year 2008 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature,
grade: 1, University of Paderborn, language: English, abstract: American Literature thematizing youth,
adolescence and initiation draws on along tradition reaching back to the 18th century, including writerslike
Herman Méelville, Mark Twain, Henry James and William Faulkner. After the Second World War, the
American novel of adolescence flourished again in a period that also gave birth to the genre's arguably most
prominent representative: When J.D. Salinger's novel The Catcher in the Rye first entered the American
book market in 1951, its critical reception could not have diverged more. Salinger's first novel, after
publishing a number of short storiesin the New Y orker, was mostly attacked for its extensive use of
colloquial language. Initial reviews ranged from "an unusual brilliant first novel" to "wholly repéllent in its
mingled vulgarity [...] and dy perversion”. In 1985, thirty-four years later, Less Than Zero, the first novel of
Bennington College student Bret Easton Ellis, was published and also received widely mixed criticism.
While Interview Magazine called his debut "startling and hypnotic”, Paul Gray wrotein an article for Time
Magazine that the novel "offers little more than its title promises’, referring to its lack of depth and fully
developed characters. The first part of thiswork will lay the theoretical foundations and discuss the genre of
the novel of adolescence in respect to the two novels under investigation. After covering the theoretical
basics, the second part of this paper intends to concentrate on detecting parallelsin the themes and
presentations of adolescence and initiation in both works. Since socia criticism is always a central genre-
specific characteristic of the novel of adolescence, the next part will briefly discuss thisissue in respect to
The Catcher in the Rye aswell as Less Than Zero and point to a pos
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From reader reviews:
Terrie Anderson:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get alot
of information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyonein thisworld could share their
idea. Guides can also inspire alot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But aso they write about
the ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in thisworld always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One
of them is this American Adolescence: J.D. Salinger's the Catcher in the Rye and Bret Easton Ellis Less
Than Zero.

Johnny Relyea:

The e-book with title American Adolescence: J.D. Salinger's the Catcher in the Rye and Bret Easton Ellis
Less Than Zero includes alot of information that you can discover it. Y ou can get alot of profit after read
this book. This particular book exist new know-how the information that exist in this reserve represented the
condition of the world currently. That isimportant to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world.
That book will bring you inside new era of the glowbal growth. Y ou can read the e-book on your own smart
phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Sharon Scott:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usualy prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving American Adolescence: J.D.

Salinger's the Catcher in the Rye and Bret Easton Ellis' Less Than Zero that give your entertainment
preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the
way for people to know world a great deal better then how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed
constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to be success person.
So, for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you can pick American Adolescence: J.D.
Salinger's the Catcher in the Rye and Bret Easton Ellis' Less Than Zero become your starter.

Ronald Kleiman:

This American Adolescence: J.D. Salinger's the Catcher in the Rye and Bret Easton Ellis Less Than Zero is
brand new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information sinceit relief your hunger of
knowledge. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having small
amount of digest in reading this American Adolescence: J.D. Salinger's the Catcher in the Rye and Bret
Easton Ellis Less Than Zero can be the light food for you because the information inside this kind of book is
easy to get by means of anyone. These books produce itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone,



that's why | mean in the e-book type. People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy
this guide is the answer. So thereisn't any in reading a publication especialy thisone. Y ou can find what you
arelooking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't missit! Just read this e-book sort for your
better life and also knowledge.
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