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Three young Native American sisters and their mother board a bus bound for Los Angeles, leaving home as
part of a 1950s government mandate to relocate reserve Indians to urban centres. This assimilationist policy
was one focus of Métis playwright Marie Clements’s research when she was commissioned to create a new
play for the tenth anniversary of the Native Voices series at the Autry National Center, Los Angeles.

Clements dramatizes the emotional, psychological, and social repercussions of this, and subsequent,
bureaucratic incursions into the girls’ lives. Their arrival in California takes a tragic turn when their mother
is suddenly killed, and the girls are arbitrarily placed in different foster homes, never to see each other again.

We follow Janey, Miranda, and Jessie as they lead very disparate adult lives: Janey, a troubled vagrant;
Miranda, a burgeoning actress fighting typecasting in Hollywood; Jessie, an idealist physician who’s married
to a medical colleague. As it was bureaucratic policy that had dismantled their secure family unit and sent
each girl into the unknown, so too did a government paper ultimately bring them together, if only
symbolically. Clements casts the sisters’ narrative against the backdrop of another historical injustice: the
forced sterilization of thousands of Native women in the 1970s, a practice that was only abolished in 1981.

Clements’s play is a compelling, and poetic, investigation of the coldly bureaucratic machinations that have,
throughout history, attempted to facilitate the disappearance of Native people. Though Tombs of the
Vanishing Indian focuses on specific policies and locations, it speaks eloquently to broader themes of
Aboriginal displacement. There are, indeed, echoes of Canadian policy aimed at the dissolution of First
Nations families and culture: the potlatch ban, residential schools, and the ban on Native language, whose
profoundly damaging ramifications are our shared legacy.

Cast of 4 women and 3 men.
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From reader reviews:

Tonya Deschamps:

The book Tombs of the Vanishing Indian make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make
your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or
having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book Tombs of the Vanishing Indian to
be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about
a number of or all subjects. You could know everything if you like wide open and read a book Tombs of the
Vanishing Indian. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other
folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Mary Stock:

The book Tombs of the Vanishing Indian will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a new
book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this
book very suitable to you. The book Tombs of the Vanishing Indian is much recommended to you to study.
You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Kimberly Smith:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Tombs of the Vanishing Indian reserve written
by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the
book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate
your current hunger then you still skepticism Tombs of the Vanishing Indian as good book not simply by the
cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you
still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Rayford Alexander:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the
library or make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Tombs of the Vanishing Indian can make you sense more interested
to read.
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