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Under the rubric spirituals are subsumed sorrow songs, jubilee songs, shout songs, chants, homilies, mantras,
affirmations, and collective, personal, and historical allegories. Their lyrics tell an impassioned story of an
embattled people, while presenting a theology of salvation; in general, they encompass crucial aspects of the
Afro-American world view. This research collection contains lyrics of 978 spirituals, including some
variants, culled from numerous anthologies and collections. Codes are provided to guide the researcher to an
original source with musical notations. The songs are organized in nine thematic categories as follows: lyrics
of sorrow, alienation, and desolation; consolation and faith; resistance and defiance; deliverance; jubilation
and triumph; judgment and reckoning; regeneration; spiritual progress; and transcendence.

Each thematic section is prefaced by an interpretive statement, and the volume introduction discusses the
historical background and analyzes the basic poetics of the spirituals with regard to structure, prosody, and
figures of speech. Selective bibliographies of song collections and historical and theoretical works are
included as well. The lyrics are indexed by title and by first line, and a general index provides access to
topics, themes, persons, and places. The spirituals are pervasive in Afro-American life, and this collection
will be a basic resource for researchers in all aspects of Afro-American culture, religion, and history, and
useful, as well, for musicologists.
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From reader reviews:

Elnora Perry:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book titled Lyrics of the Afro-
American Spiritual: A Documentary Collection (The Greenwood Encyclopedia of Black Music)? Maybe it is
for being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book,
you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Joseph Navarro:

The reserve with title Lyrics of the Afro-American Spiritual: A Documentary Collection (The Greenwood
Encyclopedia of Black Music) contains a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of
advantage after read this book. That book exist new understanding the information that exist in this reserve
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement
of the world. This specific book will bring you within new era of the internationalization. You can read the
e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Thomas Garrett:

You can find this Lyrics of the Afro-American Spiritual: A Documentary Collection (The Greenwood
Encyclopedia of Black Music) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be
your solve issue if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by
means of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just
like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
own ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make
your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Stephen Harvey:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Lyrics of the Afro-American Spiritual: A
Documentary Collection (The Greenwood Encyclopedia of Black Music) was colorful and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book Lyrics of the Afro-American Spiritual: A Documentary Collection
(The Greenwood Encyclopedia of Black Music) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters.
For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on
there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax.
Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading this.
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