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An important examination of Charles Chesnutt as a practitioner of realism.
 
With the release of previously unpublished novels and a recent proliferation of critical studies on his life and
work, Charles W. Chesnutt (1858–1932) has emerged as a major American writer of his time—the age of
Howells, Twain, and Wharton. In Chesnutt and Realism, Ryan Simmons breaks new ground by theorizing
how understandings of literary realism have shaped, and can continue to shape, the reception of Chesnutt’s
work.
 
Although Chesnutt is typically acknowledged as the most prominent African American writer of the realist
period, little attention has been paid to the central question of this study: what does it mean to call Chesnutt a
realist? A writer whose career was circumscribed by the dismal racial politics of his era, Chesnutt refused to
conform to literary conventions for depicting race. Nor did he use his imaginative skills to evade the realities
he and other African Americans faced. Rather, he experimented with ways of portraying reality that could
elicit an appropriate, proportionate response to it, as Simmons demonstrates in extended readings of each of
Chestnutt’s novels, including important unpublished works that have been overlooked by previous critics.
 
Chesnutt and Realism also addresses a curiously neglected subject in American literary studies—the
relationship between American literary realism and race. By taking Chesnutt seriously as a contributor to
realism, this book articulates the strategies by which one African American intellectual helped to define the
discourses that influenced his fate.
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From reader reviews:

Orlando Bush:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Chesnutt and Realism: A Study of
the Novels (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

Charles Smith:

Here thing why this specific Chesnutt and Realism: A Study of the Novels (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism)
are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it really depends in the content of
the usb ports which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Chesnutt and Realism: A Study of the Novels
(Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any
guide out there but there is no guide that similar with Chesnutt and Realism: A Study of the Novels (Amer
Lit Realism & Naturalism). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that
will happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like
in area, café, or even in your method home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the printed
book maybe the form of Chesnutt and Realism: A Study of the Novels (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) in
e-book can be your substitute.

Susan Martinez:

The particular book Chesnutt and Realism: A Study of the Novels (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) has a
lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the
very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy
to read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Dwight Richardson:

You can find this Chesnutt and Realism: A Study of the Novels (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) by go to
the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for
the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but also can you
enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your book. It
is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose
appropriate ways for you.
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