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There once may have been 250,000 miles of stone walls in America's Northeast, stretching farther than the
distance to the moon. They took three billion man-hours to build. And even though most are crumbling
today, they contain a magnificent scientific and cultural story?about the geothermal forces that formed their
stones, the tectonic movements that brought them to the surface, the glacial tide that broke them apart, the
earth that held them for so long, and about the humans who built them.

Stone walls tell nothing less than the story of how New England was formed, and in Robert Thorson's hands
they live and breathe. "The stone wall is the key that links the natural history and human history of New
England," Thorson writes. Millions of years ago, New England's stones belonged to ancient mountains thrust
up by prehistoric collisions between continents. During the Ice Age, pieces were cleaved off by glaciers and
deposited?often hundreds of miles away?when the glaciers melted. Buried again over centuries by forest and
soil buildup, the stones gradually worked their way back to the surface, only to become impediments to the
farmers cultivating the land in the eighteenth century, who piled them into "linear landfills," a place to hold
the stones. Usually the biggest investment on a farm, often exceeding that of the land and buildings
combined, stone walls became a defining element of the Northeast's landscape, and a symbol of the shift to
an agricultural economy.

Stone walls layer time like Russian dolls, their smallest elements reflecting the longest spans, and Thorson
urges us to study them, for each stone has its own story. Linking geological history to the early American
experience, Stone by Stone presents a fascinating picture of the land the Pilgrims settled, allowing us to see
and understand it with new eyes.
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From reader reviews:

Esta Banks:

The book Stone by Stone: The Magnificent History in New England's Stone Walls can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave a very important
thing like a book Stone by Stone: The Magnificent History in New England's Stone Walls? A few of you
have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for
each other; you can share all of these. Book Stone by Stone: The Magnificent History in New England's
Stone Walls has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can search
the enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Jose Tiernan:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Stone by Stone: The Magnificent
History in New England's Stone Walls book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Katherine Shadrick:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lots of stress
from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
book you have read will be Stone by Stone: The Magnificent History in New England's Stone Walls.

Darren Perez:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Stone by Stone: The Magnificent
History in New England's Stone Walls is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach,
train as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the
actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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