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Bringing together over thirty years of detailed ethnographic research on the Menraq of Malaysia, this
fascinating book analyzes and documents the experience of development and modernization in tribal
communities.

Descendents of hunter-gatherers who have inhabited Southeast Asia for about 40,000 years, the Menraq (also
known as Semang or Negritos) were nomadic foragers until they were resettled in a Malaysian government-
mandated settlement in 1972. Modernity and Malaysia begins with the ‘Jeli Incident’ in which several
Menraq were alleged to have killed three Malays, members of the dominant ethnic group in the country.
Alberto Gomes links this uncharacteristic violence to Menraq experiences of Malaysian-style modernity that
have left them displaced, depressed, discontented, and disillusioned. Tracing the transformation of the lives
of Menraq resulting from resettlement, development, and various ‘civilizing projects’, this book examines
how the encounter with modernity has led the subsistence-oriented, relatively autonomous Menraq into a life
of dependence on the state and the market.

Challenging conventional social scientific understanding of concepts such as modernity and marginalization,
and providing empirical material for comparison with the experience of modernity for indigenous peoples
around the world, Modernity and Malaysia is a valuable resource for students and scholars of anthropology,
development studies and indigenous studies, as well as those with a more general interest in asian studies.
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From reader reviews:

Regina Laporte:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important normally. The book Modernity and Malaysia: Settling the Menraq
Forest Nomads (The Modern Anthropology of Southeast Asia) ended up being making you to know about
other information and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you.
The guide Modernity and Malaysia: Settling the Menraq Forest Nomads (The Modern Anthropology of
Southeast Asia) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also for being your friend when you
really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship while using
book Modernity and Malaysia: Settling the Menraq Forest Nomads (The Modern Anthropology of Southeast
Asia). You never experience lose out for everything should you read some books.

Brian Crafton:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if you
want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read one with
theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Modernity and Malaysia: Settling the Menraq Forest
Nomads (The Modern Anthropology of Southeast Asia) is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Linda Fite:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a
book. Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Modernity and
Malaysia: Settling the Menraq Forest Nomads (The Modern Anthropology of Southeast Asia) which is
finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Marvis Byrnes:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you
know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book.
Amount types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Modernity and Malaysia:
Settling the Menraq Forest Nomads (The Modern Anthropology of Southeast Asia).
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