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Carl Schmitt is one of the most widely read and influential German thinkers of the twentieth century. His
fundamental works on friend and enemy, legality and legitimacy, dictatorship, political theology and the
concept of the political are read today with great interest by everyone from conservative Catholic theologians
to radical political thinkers on the left.

In his private life, however, Schmitt was haunted by the demons of his wild anti-Semitism, his self-
destructive and compulsive sexuality and his deep-seated resentment against the complacency of bourgeois
life. As a young man from a modest background, full of social envy, he succeeded in making his way to the
top of the academic discipline of law in Germany through his exceptional intellectual prowess. And yet he
never felt at home in the academic establishment and among those of high social standing.

In his works, Schmitt unmasked the liberal Rechtsstaat as a constitutional façade and reflected on the
legitimacy of dictatorship. When the Nazis seized power Schmitt was susceptible to their ideology. He broke
with his Jewish friends, joined the Nazi Party in May 1933 and lent a helping hand to Hitler, thereby
becoming deeply entangled with the regime. Schmitt was irrevocably compromised by his role as the ‘crown
jurist’ of the Third Reich. But by 1936 he had already lost his influential position. After the war, he led a
secluded life in his home town in the Sauerland and became a key background figure in the intellectual scene
of postwar Germany.

Reinhard Mehring’s outstanding biography is the most comprehensive work available on the life and work of
Carl Schmitt. Based on thorough research and using new sources that were previously unavailable, Mehring
portrays Schmitt as a Shakespearean figure at the centre of the German catastrophe.
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From reader reviews:

Kayla Merritt:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person has different
personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Carl Schmitt: A Biography. All type
of book can you see on many resources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Belinda Kirwin:

The event that you get from Carl Schmitt: A Biography will be the more deep you excavating the
information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book
is hard to be aware of but Carl Schmitt: A Biography giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author
conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read this because the author of
this reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase
well. That makes it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having that Carl Schmitt: A Biography instantly.

Dennis Carson:

The particular book Carl Schmitt: A Biography has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can
get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes some
research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
scanning this book.

Lucy Carson:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled Carl
Schmitt: A Biography your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that
maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book
then become one web form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get before. The Carl
Schmitt: A Biography giving you a different experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you
useful details for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body
and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do you
want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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