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The Shape of Thought: How Mental Adaptations Evolve presents a road map for an evolutionary psychology
of the twenty-first century. It brings together theory from biology and cognitive science to show how the
brain can be composed of specialized adaptations, and yet also an organ of plasticity. Although mental
adaptations have typically been seen as monolithic, hard-wired components frozen in the evolutionary past,
The Shape of Thought presents a new view of mental adaptations as diverse and variable, with distinct
functions and evolutionary histories that shape how they develop, what information they use, and what they
do with that information.

The book describes how advances in evolutionary developmental biology can be applied to the brain by
focusing on the design of the developmental systems that build it. Crucially, developmental systems can be
plastic, designed by the process of natural selection to build adaptive phenotypes using the rich information
available in our social and physical environments. This approach bridges the long-standing divide between
"nativist" approaches to development, based on innateness, and "empiricist" approaches, based on learning.
It shows how a view of humans as a flexible, culturally-dependent species is compatible with a complexly
specialized brain, and how the nature of our flexibility can be better understood by confronting the evolved
design of the organ on which that flexibility depends.
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From reader reviews:

Darren Meekins:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title The Shape of
Thought: How Mental Adaptations Evolve (Evolution and Cognition) suitable to you? The particular book
was written by well known writer in this era. The book untitled The Shape of Thought: How Mental
Adaptations Evolve (Evolution and Cognition)is one of several books this everyone read now. This specific
book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new age that you
ever know ahead of. The author explained their concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily
to recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now.
So that you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Elizabeth Brock:

The book The Shape of Thought: How Mental Adaptations Evolve (Evolution and Cognition) will bring you
to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you
try to find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book The Shape of Thought: How Mental
Adaptations Evolve (Evolution and Cognition) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-
book from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Linda Monge:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their expertise in writing,
they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is this The Shape of
Thought: How Mental Adaptations Evolve (Evolution and Cognition).

Randall James:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book The Shape of Thought: How Mental Adaptations Evolve
(Evolution and Cognition) was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that
book The Shape of Thought: How Mental Adaptations Evolve (Evolution and Cognition) has many kinds or
type. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you
are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel
happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that.
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