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There exists an undeniable chasm between the capacities of humans and those of animals. Our minds have
spawned civilizations and technologies that have changed the face of the Earth, whereas even our closest
animal relatives sit unobtrusively in their dwindling habitats. Yet despite longstanding debates, the nature of
this apparent gap has remained unclear. What exactly is the difference between our minds and theirs?

In The Gap, psychologist Thomas Suddendorf provides a definitive account of the mental qualities that
separate humans from other animals, as well as how these differences arose. Drawing on two decades of
research on apes, children, and human evolution, he surveys the abilities most often cited as uniquely
human—language, intelligence, morality, culture, theory of mind, and mental time travel—and finds that two
traits account for most of the ways in which our minds appear so distinct: Namely, our open-ended ability to
imagine and reflect on scenarios, and our insatiable drive to link our minds together. These two traits explain
how our species was able to amplify qualities that we inherited in parallel with our animal counterparts;
transforming animal communication into language, memory into mental time travel, sociality into mind
reading, problem solving into abstract reasoning, traditions into culture, and empathy into morality.

Suddendorf concludes with the provocative suggestion that our unrivalled status may be our own
creation—and that the gap is growing wider not so much because we are becoming smarter but because we
are killing off our closest intelligent animal relatives.

Weaving together the latest findings in animal behavior, child development, anthropology, psychology, and
neuroscience, this book will change the way we think about our place in nature. A major argument for
reconsidering what makes us human, The Gap is essential reading for anyone interested in our evolutionary
origins and our relationship with the rest of the animal kingdom.
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From reader reviews:

Brenda Gregg:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name The Gap:
The Science of What Separates Us from Other Animals suitable to you? The actual book was written by
famous writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Gap: The Science of What Separates Us from
Other Animalsis the one of several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of
people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know
before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be aware of the
core of this book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you
see the represented of the world on this book.

Steve Pratt:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The Gap:
The Science of What Separates Us from Other Animals, you may tells your family, friends in addition to
soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.

Julio Rico:

You may get this The Gap: The Science of What Separates Us from Other Animals by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy
this book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about
your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to
choose correct ways for you.

James McFarland:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book The Gap: The Science of What Separates Us
from Other Animals to make your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it
and mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a
book and go through it. Beside that the guide The Gap: The Science of What Separates Us from Other



Animals can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that
time.
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