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This portrait of one of John Steinbeck's closest friends illuminates the life and work of a figure central
to the development of scientific and literary thought in the 20th century.

Marine biologist Edward F. Ricketts is perhaps best known as the inspiration for John Steinbeck's most
empathic literary characters Doc in Cannery Row, Slim in Of Mice and Men, Jim Casy in The Grapes of
Wrath, and Lee in East of Eden. The correspondence of this accomplished scientist, writer, and philosopher
reveals the influential exchange of ideas he shared with such prominent thinkers and artists as Henry Miller,
Joseph Campbell, Ellwood Graham, and James Fitzgerald, in addition to Steinbeck, all of whom were drawn
to Ricketts's Monterey Bay laboratory, a haven of intellectual discourse and Bohemian culture in the 1930s
and 1940s.

The 125 previously unpublished letters of this collection, housed at the Stanford University Library,
document the broad range of Ricketts's interests and accomplishments during the last 12 and most productive
years of his life. His handbook on Pacific marine life, Between Pacific Tides, is still in print, now in its fifth
edition. The biologist's devotion to ecological conservation and his evolving philosophy of science as a
cross-disciplinary, holistic pursuit led to the publication of The Sea of Cortez. Many of Ricketts's letters
discuss his studies of the Pacific littoral and his theories of “phalanx” and transcendence. Epistles to family
members, often tender and humorous, add dimension and depth to Steinbeck's mythologized depictions of
Ricketts. Katharine A. Rodger has enriched the correspondence with an introductory biographical essay and
a list of works cited.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Trimm:

The guide with title Renaissance Man of Cannery Row: The Life and Letters of Edward F. Ricketts
(Alabama Fire Ant) includes a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read
this book. This specific book exist new understanding the information that exist in this book represented the
condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This
particular book will bring you throughout new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart
phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Jose Brummitt:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Renaissance Man of Cannery Row:
The Life and Letters of Edward F. Ricketts (Alabama Fire Ant) that give your pleasure preference will be
satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people
to know world a great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading
habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you
who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick Renaissance Man of Cannery Row: The
Life and Letters of Edward F. Ricketts (Alabama Fire Ant) become your own starter.

Deborah Browning:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Renaissance Man of Cannery Row: The
Life and Letters of Edward F. Ricketts (Alabama Fire Ant) publication written by well-known writer whose
to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you
still question Renaissance Man of Cannery Row: The Life and Letters of Edward F. Ricketts (Alabama Fire
Ant) as good book not merely by the cover but also through the content. This is one e-book that can break
don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on
your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Dennis Lewis:

This Renaissance Man of Cannery Row: The Life and Letters of Edward F. Ricketts (Alabama Fire Ant) is
new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger associated
with. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit of
digest in reading this Renaissance Man of Cannery Row: The Life and Letters of Edward F. Ricketts
(Alabama Fire Ant) can be the light food for you because the information inside this kind of book is easy to
get simply by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in
the e-book application form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-



book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for your better life
along with knowledge.
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