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In the increasingly global economy, commentators often cite education as a key source of competitive
advantage for nations locked in economic contention on the world stage. Byron Marshall examines the
evolution of Japanese schools over the past 120 years. Emphasizing the political discourse and conflict that
have surrounded Japanese education, the author focuses on the three main issues of central versus local
control, elitism versus equality, and nationalism versus universalism. The prewar education system in Japan
was formulated in the 1870s and modeled after the Western system of public education. After World War II,
the American Occupation authorities attempted to reform this system further, but how much discontinuity
with the past was produced by the postwar reforms is still an open question.Of course, the dilemmas facing
Japanese schools are endemic to all modern school systems, and Marshall’s broad historical survey provides
a valuable case study of Japanese attempts to strike a balance between equality and excellence, individual
creativity and team cooperation, standardization and innovation, and internationalism and cultural identity.
The book thus provides a valuable historical perspective on contemporary American issues of “political
correctness” such as gender and ethnicity.As we head toward the “Pacific Century,” this book gives readers
the background and insight necessary to make informed judgments about the relative strength of Japanese
education and the merits of various school reforms.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Milliner:

The book Learning To Be Modern: Japanese Political Discourse On Education (New Perspectives on Asian
History) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave
the great thing like a book Learning To Be Modern: Japanese Political Discourse On Education (New
Perspectives on Asian History)? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which
book can give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all of these. Book
Learning To Be Modern: Japanese Political Discourse On Education (New Perspectives on Asian History)
has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world
by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Julia Hale:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important usually. The book Learning To Be Modern: Japanese Political
Discourse On Education (New Perspectives on Asian History) ended up being making you to know about
other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The
publication Learning To Be Modern: Japanese Political Discourse On Education (New Perspectives on Asian
History) is not only giving you more new information but also to become your friend when you really feel
bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship using the
book Learning To Be Modern: Japanese Political Discourse On Education (New Perspectives on Asian
History). You never experience lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Angela Thomas:

The actual book Learning To Be Modern: Japanese Political Discourse On Education (New Perspectives on
Asian History) has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of
gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this
book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this book.

Jeremy Robinson:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is created or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just looking for the Learning To Be Modern: Japanese Political Discourse On Education (New Perspectives
on Asian History) when you necessary it?
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